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Un tlic indeed in whom was pros 
Not-like ' choſe Iſraelites which che Prophet 
b, 'for that they flattered God with 
Mouth, ted: ta bim with their 

their hearts not being 'right 

wh kit, nor ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. 
' owee given up bimfelf to God, 

He kept the ways of the Lord, and did 
not wickedly depart. from his God. ; 


When bi worey Father (my dew Friend) 


F, to ſtnd this Narrative to me;'1 


FF cool wet "red is withoat great Re-" 
and Shame : Thouoht I, God wif not 
bis Fruit till it is ri \ andx 

| ; mor will be et it- hank 1Hll-ie 
res, « e Nathanael dyed fo ſow. 


LV ve ne for into the 


jt along ors "ro fl + 


Meaſures of Graze, and whenever rbarris 
our time is done odeene one +, 
ado Bt obs Ted, adobe and theref 
bs to his e in a foll Age (1. 
like 4s a Shock of Corn comes 

ſeaſon. 
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wen & To the dead, in raiſing Ld 
of ſuch a Brother ; and to the living, in givoly 4 
% 4 Nartation of bis Life, withous an Org» 4 
tion bis Praiſe ; which indeed was altogy+ | | 
ther. 5, when it was ſo fairly wrieten by | | 
gal 
atts.: - 0a great Tr! 
for the 
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wer queſtioned in them. That 17© 
the Life of a Chriftizer, Rn34 [ 

by any one who Conſiders, That} * 
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which the Church of God Enjoyes ; of 
that the beff Pers in the World have * 
been employ*d in thug bong the Juſt | 
unto Eternd! Memory. Oury Lord will 
have as mean a thing as one- -A& of 'De- 
votion and Charity, in a poor Woman, | 
to. be mentioned wherever His Gael : 
<ombs. © T bat 4-write the Life of a Juv 

ner, 
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our Thanks for what an ons he has 


-- (of -momey San among the reſt Ar 


of his Brother John. Indeed; if. I 
ory not thus Raiſe up for my departed 
Brother a Name in Jſradl, I were not 
worthy to Wear « Shoo, or hows A th 

My Natural Re ro bio 
ral 3th oblig lige. me to beſtow an Epitaph up- 
on his Grave; that the Survivers may not. 
forget whoſe Dult they tread upon : But. 


5.) am\by (that which Anbroſe calls) a 


i Greater and Better Fratermty, concerned 


ito Embalm the Memory. of One, who: 


maintained ſuch a Walk with God, as he 
did until God- rock bim to Himſelf. Ir 
has been obſerved, That thev who. Live 
in Heaven while they are on Earth, often. 
Live on Earth after they are in Heavtn, Ir+ 


4 were lawful for me to defire and Study 
# ſuch a thing 'on the behalf -of my Bro= 


ther, w Egly Pty is at once my 
| own Shame and Foy * Bur I purſue an bigh- 


er End than”this, defigning rather to 
# procure | Followers, than to beſpeak Admi- 
NG ho Example : Thar "this is 


Scope, 1n what I am now doing 


; of 14ert declare fincerely and very ſolemnly. 


And 


Perſon, in order to Everlaſting 
> ſee him and hear him as Ore 
Dead, ſaying, Do as I beve* 

of” him whom 1 de-" 
red exceedingly for the 
Riſing Generation in New- 
is CALL tothem has been” 
eprinted here among us.” 
of a Sons Death muſt needs? 
to him, when he ſhall have? 
rt of it arriving to him in the 
Pools yet I make ao doubt, but 
tal Griefs will be. not a little 
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, when he ſhall 'hehold chat 
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# thus . | 
Al ing-after he- is Dead. This. Young Man 


Renewing his CALL by ſpeak: 
pray \ much for you, ' while he was 
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ive, that you might be truly Convert- 
d unto ' God ; he does preach now to you, 


— from the Grve, or rather from the Shy, 


that you would Remember your Creatar 


val in the dayes. of Youth. I wiſh that 
ws) he may (to uſe © oms. 
a _ a Brother to you by Faith, as he is 


bryſoſtoms Phraſe) be- 
by Blood ; And I extend this my 


2 wiſh with a moſt AﬀeQtionate Applicati- 
7 on to the Young Gentlemen, whio belong 
to the gone. which he was a Member 


of, As you have had in his Father a Re- 


# Hor, whoſe Generous and Expenlive Cares 


have not been for - your diſadvantage ; fo 


; you have in- his Diligence and his Der oci- 


on, 4 Copy which is not altogether - un- 


$ worthy of your Imitation : 1 am ſetting 
> before yon the Exerciſes and Accompliſh- 
$ ments of a Scholar, whoſe chief Study it 
$4 was, tobe Wiſe unto Salvation ;, a Scholar, 


who Laboured "while he was Learuyin 
all other things, not to be Ignorant 0 
Him, Whom to know «© Life Eternal. 1 am 
not. without Hope, that ſome of you 
will now reſolve as Ferom did ' when he 
had .read the Life of Hilarion, ſhuttiog * 


I vp the Book and ſaying, Wel, here Ps 


' be the Champion whom 1 will follaw : | 
you come to Dye, you will certainlycong. 
mend ſuch/a Life as his; God grant thef: 
none of you. may. then have -cauſe to ſigh 
Qualis Artifex pereo /- Or to complain, 
«7 71S 5 rapiunt Calum ;, Nose 

is Dofbrins mer gwmur i Infernum, T hi 
Great Man Hugo Grotias near his End pre ] 
feſſed, *That he would gladly give all ki 
Learning and.Honour for the lntegri 
of. a = AMan in his Neighbourt 50d, 
that ſpent. Eights Hours of bis Time is 
Prayer, Eight 1n Labour, and Eight in Slee 
and other Neceſſaries ; and unto ſome 
that applauded his Marvellous Js | 
he ſaid, 4h, YVitam perdidi opgroſe 
Agendo ! Bat unto ſome that asked,the be 
Counſel which a Man of his Attainmen 
coald give, he ſaid, Be ſeriow. 'Tis wit 
this Counſel that Il humbly offer youthe e 
ſuing Hiſtory. Zo 


THE 


JL 1FE and DEATH 


Oo F 
\NATHANAEL MATHER. 


Write the Life and Death of 
Young Man, whoſe Ornament wi 
_ awaken in the Reader, an Enquiry 
; like that which the Atchievments of 
with Der "produced concerning vs Whoſe 
Y: 7 Towh? 


; - ”. To Anticipate that SAND : 


Nathanacl Mather had for his Grand-Faw 

BY: # a. rs Two of New-Englend's Fathers, the 
log, dus. Richerd Mather, and the notleſs 
I 419. Fobn Cortan ; 9 whoſe Names have 
by _, 2 the Church of God, as an Oint- 
Mg forth, and whoſe Lives bear. 
pus little Figure in the Eccleſiaſtical Hilted 
T - 


Church in Bof#', 
cds, rhe - | 
atianzen jadged not im 
faid about his + yet ſurviving Fa fi 
in his Funeral Oration upoa his Dece@ ® 
- '1 may without. any /culp tl 


" of Mr. Nathanael Mather. 3 
Y vs Youth. He did Live where he 
je Farr and _-under the continual 
Pains, af ſome that looked af- 
capers became Wn Inſtance of unuſual 
a ,.and yo Common Piety.; fo that 
f n he dyed, which was OFob. 17". 1688, 
7 he was become in leſs than twenty years, 
4 dn Old Man without Gray bairs upon hin. 

To. ewo Heads, with a ſforrow- 
& ful Addition of a Third, 1 ſhall confine 
y accouat of this Young Man ; in which 

e DH tobe now drawn, has nothin 

is A r«th, and at leaſt ſo much o 
$Lsfe in it, as to look uponevery Reader, 
pe. or unto him, ſaying, Go and do 


IL His [NDUSTY. 


". He was an hard Student, and quickly 

came 2 good Scholar, From his very 

ildhood, his Book, was perhaps as dear 

> him as his Play, and Yeact he grew 

WpPrticularly acquainted with Church-Efir 

” or a rate not uſual in thdſe that 
; e thrice: as Old as We, Bur 

A. to ſomewhat more -of 

Tort, ds Tutor (who now writes) ws 

reed- offen to Chide him t9 his Recreay 

4Fions, but neyer thas [| remember for 

+ GL ; a them. 


4 "The Life a ind 1 Death 
'__ them. T9 be Bookiſh was natu L 
him, and. tp be” ploddins calje a leh 
ſant rather than the contrary. Indeed 
afforded not ſo much a Parrern as a © 
tian to young Stadents ; . for it may | 
truly written on his Grave, Study ki 
Him. The marks and marks of 'a 'Stndi 
ons Mind ,were to be diſcerned” in hir 
even as he\walked in the Streets"; ant 
his. Candle would "burn after Aide 
ro as his own Phraſe for it was, 
br bis bones would all fall aſund 
| The was among the paſſages once nate 
lo bis Diary. 
© 10M. 26 D. three quarters of ugh dt 
after 12 at Night. 
«* After the many weariſom hours, | 
* months, *nay, years, 'that 1 have ſpent i 
< humane Literature ; : and after my m 
*ny toilſom Scudies in thoſe Hour 
'* when the General ſilence of every Houl 
«in Town, proclaimed it high time 
'-me to HE a "ſtgp unto -my workir 
: * Ming, and urged me to afford Towke Re 
:- Unto ty Eyes, which have been' aln 
wok out Þy A Acre on my- Sy 
I ſay, and whe 
«© m Rn 1906 jt :" Oh how vov 


«m1 to do it, confiderin How k 
Theve ſerved Gobarthe dey f— & 


oy 

= 

- 

4 

- 

bo 

bo - 
0 Pr 
LN 
C4 - 
: - 
os y 
" 

& ef 


" BB © © SB KK Amoſ, wm omemo ws ww a 6 4% 


£4, -< =; 
Ns = YE 
Res AYR EE. EO RET SEND Tra 
- | p 
— 
= 


I of My; Nathanael Mather. +4 ' 
lex to paſs that Books devowed him: His 
h RE ot would not bear the Tools, 'and; 
a Hours, which he uſed himſelf unto; and- 
& his Negle(t- of Moderare Exerciſe, joyned 
I's with his Exceſs of /mmoderate Lucubratt- 
# on, ſoon deſtroyed the Digeſtion which 
in his Blood ſhould have bad in the laſt Ela-« 
boration of it : by that time ſixteen Win- 
ht ters had ſhow'd upon him, he began ts 
# be Diltempered, with many Pains and 
Ailes, -eſpecially in ſome of his 7oynes, 
& which art laſt were the Gates of Death un- 
to him; not without ſuch very affliftive 
>a touches of Melancholy, too, as made: hiny 
'# ſometimes to Write himſelf, Deodarus: 
Melancholicns, This was his way of liv. 
g ig, ſhall I ſay, or of Dymg? And the 
af ſucceſs of this Diligence was according to! 
4 the Temper of it Great. When he wat 
of but Twclve Years Old -he was admitted 
fat into the Colledve, by ſtrict Examiners : 
ifs And many- Months after this paſſed nor, 
Les before he had accurately gone over all the 
oft Old Teftament in Hebrew, . as well as the 
New in Greek, beſides his going through 
af all the Liberal Sciences, before many 
Wy other deſigners for Philoſophy do ſoimuch 
yl 25 begin to look into them. He-Com- 
oF menced Farchelowr of Arts, at the Age.of 
hit © Sixteen, 


ay wt 


s _- Thr Life and Death ; 
\-tY and in the AF entertained th. 
Auditory with an Hebrew. Ore::0n, whichf 
a good Account of the Academic 
Jirs among the ancientFews...Indeed theF! 
Hebren' Language was become ſo Familia” 
with- him, as if (to, uſe the Expr il 
which one had in an /ngewjous Elegy up: 
an'his Death) he had apprehended it | 
ſhould quickly become the. avly Language?” 
which -he ſioald have ocalios for. K | 
Second Degree after ſeven years being in th 
e, he took juſt before Death gave}. 
him a a, which laſt was a promotion 
lafioitely beyond either of the former. 
then niaintained for his Polition, Darur /4- 
rum; atld by his Diſcourſe upon it (as w 
as-by other Memorials and Experiments leſt, 
behind him in Manuſcripts) be gave a ſpeci 
ten of his-Intimate Acquaintance with the 
Gorpuſenlarien (and only right). Philoſophy, 
By this'time he had infornied himſelf like 
another ALrendule, and was admirably ca* 
padle of arguing « about, almoſt eyery Subs 
La that fell within the Conceraments 0 
Eearned Man. Not only Philoſophy but. all 
Divinicy did he now own. a of « Th 
Difficulcies of the Adarbernatichs © had p 
poalagl oo ___ abſtruſe þ 
thmerick, an rmongy. | 
Mu@aLl in his Knowledge, 7 68 
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of Mr. Nathanael Mathis. 
Early: Almwizeky and 
6 Auaoor bag, 'the MSS. Adver/arin, left. 
behind him in his Cloſet, much more, 
-pldpeak: fach attaibmenty-in him 2 His Cres 
- Hinology Was exatt unto-a wonder, and the 
State of Learning + with the Names and 
nf orks of Learned .Mep, .in the World, 
PAchis Americor Wilderdefs hath few that 
Funderſtand as | woll "'a9 he: "Beſides ' all 
7.this, for the vaſt Field of Theology, -borh 
14 Didattick, and PdleMith, it is hardly' Cre-' 
"Idible how little of ir his Travel had left 
— unknown, © Rabbinick lcarming he nad like- 
Iwiſe/no ſmall 'nicaſure"of ; arid the Que- 
-, tions referring wmnto*the* Seriprares which 
$ Phylology 4s convetſant' about , \came un- 
der- a 'very © Cttical Notice with him. 
Indeed he was a'Perfon but of few words, 
3and--his' Words with his Looks made the 
$ Treaſuve 'in him” wholly unſuſpe@ted' by 
z Srrangers to him'z yet they that"were'in-" 
$ timately/ Acquaiared with him, 'can atteſt 
unto The Vervcity! of him ther giveth this 
DNS jan there are\ 10 mean Per- 
ſons 


Thi 

meuf Dijevio fe whith be was ot very no- 
W] cably. aimed with,a0ds if | 115 (1 amor 20 
27 EBur'rhe Bat is tow fplit- in which all! 
4 thele Riches were |RRowed, | A Spaniſh 
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wrack hath not more Silver than the Gran 
of fuch a Young Man hath we; bu 
ed in: it; [Indeed theſe. things, Adoril 
Era ;; perhaps they dyed: with him :-B 

& is a, more- /mmortal thing to'be of 
ſerved in him ; and that is, 

__,, IL Hs PIETY. h 
Tho? agire Carriage was the leaſt thing 
that ever he affefted, yet a Good Nat 
liar with him. He was always very ob 
liging and officious, and more ready 
do, than others conld be to «% 2 goc 
turn at his hands: /But EY ne 

in pare Religion, 
of ſuch a Pic 
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| of Me. Nathamel Mater 9 
the, Account, Rejoye® 0. my Saul. for the 
uk Lord bes dealt a rhe Ig Now 
kw ht bel bs Fon 60-eice 
theſe , aanng, Tr 


* Tronble abou 
wy 19, 1682. :: ; 

A . .< What ſhall 1 do? What i av to 
pay 6 Py. ag Without a Chriſt | anrandore, 
undone, undone for Evermore! OLord, 
amd <« LU me have Cue tho?I lye in the Mire 
al + for ever! Of aGhrift!/O fora Chriſt! 

| &« 2 Ghyilt ! L Give me 4 Chriſt or 1. aye? 
S- ie mas nom. anger of bs Reg 


Medigations. 
41 have been in a Great Heltancy 

ind © Whether I hovid chooſe Zefa 
iy) © My. Prophet, / Prieſt and King, wth all 
1 is by s, ta take ap my.:Croſs 

: « and. w._bim ; Wherefore 1 do now 
1 **. take him as mine 3, my whole Chriſt, and 
's ** my anly Chriſt;/a0d I am! reſolved 40 
» * ſeek him. All that jo mo ie be at his 
ah -- Service, and all my Members, and. all my 

6 << Powers, ſhall endeavour his Glory 

3 And yet ini Mans there were theſe Con- 


oy Had 1 not dexter ſeek the: Lord 
"he * Chriſt, while I have 8 Time of 
« rity. and Peace, while be offers 
« .,o 7% ſaying, Come unto me, _— I 
B 2 * al 
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+* will ſave thee; ahdlay 1 thy Barden:'s 
:4 oh =_ and | ani he We: Fharh 
A Afiitionito- crp7 aid Yor- bi heard? 
& wheat he" ſtretcheth forth his Hand and 
Ws 4 Ps Believe 0 'nb-and thou ſhalt be ſu 
5 and nowwo Diyhet offers himſelf, 
4 AN befuſe. 26 fy, Lord, '7's Mor. 
*.r0w"7"1No ſurely. 'Attd-theſe pathetical 
.Groani-thiet' likewiſe 'gor a Roof” in" his 


Y 2 ha »who -is the* Delight of my'Sout! 
-O' then' 1 ſhould” be "peefotly 
end want no food that- would 


»'Thisis #:Copy of the Paſſages chids Re- 


Believers 
ha he or Labour ro affed his 


e papain of 
tn po other ' work- 

Heart at"this Ape, bis-Papers 

knvecſictizbings as theſe. A710. 
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«Ont for my ſpeedy cloſing wWhhJe 
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| of Mr. act 11 ather. |S | 
& Firſt, It 2» ha Oaaded Jefus Chriſt, 

« that ſhould come noto him. 
« Secondly, Jeſus Chriſt Invites me alſo 

« ; in Matt.11, 28. Come unto me. 
* * Thirdly, He hath laid me under ma 
* ny; Obligations, to tarn/ unto-him.,:..in 
* that he hath 'recoyered me from Sick. - 
©* meſs ſo often, and now given/me a cu- 


os rigus Study. 

Furby, In that I have vow'd\ unto 
®+ if he would do ſo and ſo for 
wy —_ make a ſolemn: Covenant 
* with him, and endeavour to ſerve him. 

And againelſewhere. 

* © that God would help me to ſeek. 


« Him while 1 am. Towns! © that | he 


© would give unto me His Grace  How- 
* ever, I will lay my felf down at his 
6&© Feet. If he Save me; | ſhall be hap 

* for ever; if he Damn me, | muſt Jul 
« fie him, O chow Son of God, have mercy 
* on me! I know not. what to ſay; but I 
© will take thee at thy Word : | Thou 
« ſayſt, Come wo me; my Soul anſwers, 
& Lord, at thy Commigud 1 will come. 

He thus continued following hard after 
God, enjoying and anſwering many frive- 
ings of his Holy Spirit until he wa>zhont 
Foxrteen Years Old. 

lo. this time be did not a little acquaiot 
B 3 himſelf 
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with profirable Godlineſs, being fre- 
and fervent ih "his: Prayers to God 
all ns, and carctul not onl 
bear , but alſo to conſider af- 
n:whar 1 ment he ſhould make of 
what he beard. - Not only his Prayers, but his 
* Praiſes too now took (notice of even the 
. ere _— _ I know bs 
whether you can ſee any thing Childfþ 
am ſure | ſee ſomethin firs, in a paſ- 
ſage-or two that I ſhall fetch our: ( his 
Diary,” written when he was about. Fhir- 
reen yeary old: On March 13. he wrote, 
This = Boop of my Father, that fa- 
D106 ; The Biblia Polyglotta, for which 
F defire to' praifſe the Name of God : 'Bgain 
on June. 29 he wrote, This day my Brother 
gave me Schindlers Lexicon, « Book for which 
1 had not only longed much, but alſo- prayed 
unto God :' be the Lords Name for i. 
The Thoughts of Dearh alſo now found 
a Lodging in his Heart, and he Rebuked 
himſelf - becauſe 'he had been ſo much 
withoutthem. Tho? at this Age for the - 
molt part, Perſons think of «»y thing, ere © 
ry thing:more than of their dying dy. And 
his writings diſcovered him tobe peefiliarly 
affected with that Ancient Hiftiry (or Apo- 


þ 


logus)- of him who after 'a diffolote: and 
ungodly: Tawh, - going- to repent oa] 
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heard . that Voice from H 


| < ways had the means of Grace 9. 7g 


5 


ICT, I J 
eaven to him, 
Des 46. Furfurem cus dediſti- Farinam: Te 
Devil had thy Flower, and thou-ſhalt not 
bring thy Bran tome. 

Self-Examination was alſo become one of 


| of TY. a 


1 his Employments ; and. once particularly 


in one of his Diaries, he does thus ex- 
preſs himſelf. 
April 8. 1683. 

« This Morning 1 was mnch 'caft down 
© with the ſenſe of my Vileneſs. 1 Ex- 
* amin'd, 5 

& [. What Sins | had that were not 
« Mortified : r. My fin of Pride. 2. My 
© fin of Unthankfulneſs, 3. My not ifh- 
« proving the means of Grace, '«s 1 onght 
© to do. uh 

41, What Grace: | find need of./ 1.Cor- 
& verting and Regenerating Grace: 2. Hi 


' Wert for my many Sins againſt ſach 
**©'2 good God as the Lorg is. :- 


«111. What Aercies I had received, 
« for which 1 defire to bleſs the Lords 
* Name. 1. He hath given/ime to. be 
* born'of Godly Parents. 2. | have 'al- 


<.out unto me. 3. The Lord” ol "ba 
'** cjiouſly pleaſed to give me ſome avſwer 
* of Prayer. 1: As tothe lengthning out 


| «of my Aealth, '' 2 AS tothe lacreaſe 


B 4 * of 


i © 8 DV at Deb | 
4 of my Library, What ſball I render 
ﬆ the Lord for all" his 'Joving © kindnel 
«:'rowatds:me ? 1 reſolved to Dedicare my- 
©& ſelf wholly to God and his Service. 


And he did accordingly, 


This Year did not roll about, before h 
had. in a manner very ſblemn entred/1 
to Covenant with Goda». This weight 
and: awful'thing was Lot. raſhly done b 
him, orin-a ſudden; Flaſh and Pang C 
Devotion : He Thoxoht, he Reed, he Wrote 
and -he Prayed not a little before this Glc 
riovs. TranſaQion between God and tum 

, and upon Matpre Deliberation, he judget 

it moſt - adviſeable for him to make, h 
Covenant with God as Explicit as Wrariy 
ard Swnimy conld render: it ; . thati ſo it 
.might leaye the more Imprcſlion npon hh 
Heart and Life,” and be an Eviderceilik 
wiſe, which. in Temptatjon or Deſeytiot 
he.might haye recourſe unto : *WhenEfor 
-heſet apart-a/Time For (| thiok) feeret 
Faſting and; Prayer beſore' the Lord,-art 
.then.-behold: how this. Towng Man ;;count 
wg,/it. higb-time for--him to be bownd out 
pat t Service, topk a.ccourſe fonit 
.He abicribed an holy, Covexarr, of whit 
Fhis waS' the Afarter,. this the Form: * 
# Tlie. Gaverrne betfveen . God and. 


of Mir. Nathallael Mather. Ys 
"H<« Soul, renewed; confirmed, and ſigned, 
19 'Nov. 22. 1683. 
y-* Whereas not only the Commands of 
1** God, [who hath often called upon me, 
 I*© by his Word Freached, to give up my 
J** ſelf, both Body and Soul, to be at his 
ty« Diſpoſal , which calls by the poblick 
n« Miniſtry , were cnough to engage me 
F< gnto' this] but alſo the Chriſtian Reli- 
by */gion which Þ profeſs, and my Baptiſm in 
*© which I took the Lord to be my God, 
* and -promiſed to Reronnce the World, 
* the Fleſh, and the Devil, and to dedi- 
q** cate my felf unto the Service, Work, and 
©q* Wl of God, do bind me hereunto; [n 
"ny *© that God is ſxch 4 God as deſerves this, 
"© yea infinitely more than this, at my 
© hands; my Crearor, the Fountain of my 
uy © Being; my Preſerver, my BenefaCtor, 
X14 ©* my Lord, my Soveraign, my Judge ; 
59 He in whoſe Hands my Life, my Breath, 
ie © and all my concerns are ; He that doth 
9 ** prorett me from all Dangers, and ſupply 
a+ me in all wants, ſapport me under al) 
ty ** Burdens, and airetF me in all ſtreights ; 
uy ** He alone that can make me happy* or 
ty **'mſerable; He alone that can ſave-me 
* or damn me; He alone that can give 
41 * inward Peace' and Joy, : that - is my 
"9 ** Friend, my God; In that, Self-Dedica- 
| 5 tion - 


ths 
' The 'L e and Death 
'** gien is the Creatures. Advancemer 
*< theſe Firſt-fruts, if" in Sincerity,. pr 
* ting upon me a Glorionſneſs and Exce 
& lency.- | 
© In that Felicity hereafter depends uy 
* on my dedicating of my ſelf unto Ge 
© now. 
« In that this is the nigheſ piec 
© of Gratiende 1 am capable of expreſli 
<< unto God, and I know no better w 
*© to Obey the Wilt of God, than firſt t 
« give up iny /e/f unto him. ; 
« And whereas the AMercies which 
© Lord hath been pleaſed graciouſly t 
<«< beltow upon me, are ſo many, th: 
© even bare Morality, doth ſhew me th 
© I can never enough requite- one th 
* hath done ſo much for me, except 'b 
&« giving up my ſelf wholly to him. 
[1669] 
*© Whereas God hath -given me a God 
* Father and Mother. 
| [1674] ; 
In that when I was like to dye, bein 
"<< twice ſick of a Feaver, God was ple 
*© ſed to bleſs means for my Recovery 
© and 1-ngthen out the Thread of my Li 
24g C1673); 57 nos 535 Fi 
i; Whereas, when 1 by-an Accident fe 
* down, and had like to bare: been-depr 


"i 
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of My. Nathinael Mather. 17: 
tf ved of the uſe of my Tongue, God was. 
Win his good Providence graciouſly plea- 
i ſed to give me the. uſe of it. 
| [1678] 
hf © Whereas, when I was ſick of the Small 
of Pox, God was pleaſed to bleſs means 

for my Recovery. 
4< Whereas, then I made Promiſes unto 
QGod, that if he would give me my 
a} Health, 1 would endeavour to become 
a New Creatxre, and he hath done fo 
for theſe five Tears: And whereas God 
I hath of late been beſtowing many and 

q woriderful mercies upon me, What can , 
= leſi*than give up my ſelf wholly to 

m ? 


) 

] << Which now 1 do. 

y* And, O Lord God, I beſeech thee 
to ge of thy Poor Prodigal, now 
proſtra of himſelf before thee. I 

iy confeſs, O Lord, 1 have fallen from 

thee by my Iniquity, and am by nature 

a Son of Hell; but of thy Infinite Grace 

thou haſt promiſed Mercy to me .in 

Chriſt, if I will but turn unto thee with 

4 all my Heart : Therefore upon the Call 

F of thy Goſpel, 7 come in, and from 

F the botrom of my Heart I renounce all 

FT thy Enemies; with whom 1. confels I 

of have wickedly fided againſt thee, firm- 

oC ly 


-”_ 


ay | 0 Hr Lif ! Death 
Covenenting with thee, not- to al 
a ſelf in any 'knowh. Sin, but co, 
« {cjentiooſly 'to uſe all. means whic 
* know thou halt preſcribed, for the 
<< rer.deſtruCion of all my Corruption 
« And whereas 1 have inordinately I, 
< gut my Aﬀettions upon the World 
** here relign. my Heart unto. thee tl 
& made it; humbly Protelting before x 
« Glorious Majeſty , that ic is the fig, 
&© Reſolution of my Heart (and: that 1 
&* unteignedly deſire Grace from thee, thi, 
« when thoa ſhalt call me thereunco, 
& may pur ih praffice my. Reſoluti 
© rhrongh thine NAlliſtance, to dor lake | 
©©rhat is Few unto me in the World, 
© ther than to turn from thee to 
* ways of f& ; and that I will watch agai 
« il it's Tem prations, whether of, Proſpe 
= 9 'of Alomfiy, leſt they ſhagld - wit 
« draw my Heart from thee, befcechi 
© thee to help me. | 
*'1. renounce ail my. own Kigbteonſut 
« and acknowledge that of my ſelf | ; 
<< helpleſs and undone, and without Ri 
<&« reonulneſs. 
5 ip» whereas, of thy bottomleſs 
, thou haſt, offer'd to. accept, of. 
RD to be reconciled, to. me , and: 
* be my God, through Chriſt, if wa 
& 3cc 
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of My.'Nathanael Mather. rg 
"F accept" of thee , 1 do this day @vonch 
_ "thee to be the Loyd God. 1 do here 
take the Lord Febovah, Father, Son, 'tind 
Holy: Ghoſt, for my portion-and-chief 
Good , and do give vp my ſelf Body 
* and Sow for thy Servant, promiling' to 
endeavour to ſerve thee in Righteonſmeſ; 
and Holineſs, I do here alſo on the 
bended* knees of my Soul, accept of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the only gnd 
living Way, by which linners may have 
acceſs to thee, and do here joyn my 
"F ſelf in a Afarriage-Coverant with Him: 
"F* © Lord Jeſus, 1 come to thee, hon- 
'F* gry, 10or , miſerable, blind, and na 
J*ked, and a 'moſt loathſome Creature, 
Fa cotidemned Malefattor: Who am IT; 
IF tbat F ſb&ilh be Married wito the King of 
s YT ney 
- Ghar 190 accept 'of thee for my Head and 
T" Huzpand , | tid embrace thee in all' thy 
- Nees. / Trenoonce my own IWorthineſs, 
F* ahd'Yo- choofe thee the: Lord my Righte- 
F* ouſneſs, 1 do renonhee- my own H1/- 
© dom}; arid do take thine for my Guide. 1 
F* take thy Wit for my Wil), and thy 
Td for my Law: f'&o here willing- 
pet my Neck under thy Toke; 1'do 
Tibe to all thy Laws as Holy, Juſt, 


'2dd Goddy and do promile to take them 
(LOT © ag 


a9  The'Life avd Death | 

& as-the Rule of my bts, Words, 
4 Attioes.;, but. becauſe I am ſubjea P 
&* many failings, through frailty ; Ido | 
+<-protelt, here before thee, 'that wall} 
© ed miſcarriages, contrary to the cont 

© bent of my Heart, ſhall not diſang* 
& this everlaſting Covenant. 


Nathanacl Mathi 


,.. It may juſtly be taken for granted, tl 
ſuch a work-as this, would have an infl 
ence into his. Converſation afterward: 
and/o je bed, producing in him, a mu 
ſation which became the Goſpel of Ci .* 
y 


4 4 
= 1 


kept waiting upon God, not only 
Family, but. alſo under the Afimiftry of 
that were near a-Kinn unto him namelF 
his Father and his Brother , whereby tf*© 
Grace thus begun in him - was not a i 
tle cheriſhed and promoted : And un” 
all- kyonw ſins he now kept ſaying 
find once in Short-hand written by 

To my 


Wherefore ] renounce all Communion wit 
any more; 1 will cleave to the God that made mi 
xy Year or two after 'this, it was wi” 
as I have obſerved it is. too conf” 


1 " of Mr, Nathangel Mather. 21 
wnly with. ſuch as are Converted berimes 
nto God. An unbappy gradual Apofta- 

rried him aſide from thoſe degrees 
ſeriouſneſs and- intenſeneſs in divine 

> things, Which be had been uſed unto: 
on} Tis poſlible an entanglement in a Fami- 
iarity with ſome that were no: better 
tan they ſhould be, did abate of the 

hagood ſavor which had been upon him, and 
decoy him by wy eps to ſome yanities 
thi(cho' not to any ſcandalous immoralities) 

.g&bat were diſadvantageous to him. For 

-3livers Afonths he ſeemed ſomewhat, yer 
zot rorally, much leſs finally, forſaken of 

Tha Wiſdom and FVertue which be had be- 

*4Jore been ay example of; but the good 


Spirit of God will not let go his ztereff 
1 a Soul of which he hath taken a 


4 | 


Saving hold; This Young Man ſoon en- 
z$ertained juſt reſentments of his own 
leclenhons,, and it was impoſlible for 
«She moſt Badger-rooth'd malice in the 
, IVorld to aggravate: any of his Errors 
Þalf ſo much as he did himſelf in his own 
repentance for them. | la the Year 1685. 
$300. viſited him with ſore Terrors and 
dorrors in his wow!ded Soul, the anguiſh 
*b he thought intolerable ; yet he 
znade not his condition known to any 
all-the while. He could fay, AG 
; complaing 


F —_ 


20 - The Life and Death” 
" complaint is not to man , but _ made: 
unto- the. Lord; This 


the Lord heard "and ; har ont of 


bus diftreſſes. He artived in- time uatc 
ſome ſettlement and- renewal of his Pe 
with: God::. He confeſſed and bewailed 

own fins before the Lord, and declare 
his: deteſtation!-of them, -and '\applyec 


cc 
by £6 
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« 
« 
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« 


himſelf unto the * Lord Jeſus Chriſt fo 


Salvation from them all. Goad terms þ 


ing [thus eſtabliſh'c between the. Almig By 


ty. Lord and: this Immortal Soul , 
maintained ,' 1 think, a conſtant and 
exem Walk wth God , until he dyed. 
had now that Language in his MSS: 
mg be as aftive a Servant of Chrift , 


wits of Satan bererofore, For more cn h 


three Jaſt: years \of his Life, he lived at 
ſtrange rate. for Holineſs "ard Gravity 


191 


W 


and - retired - Devotions. He {read Mi 


Sendders Chriſtians - daily walk, ..and £ 
Owen o_ oo ron a vu .and bag 
Mind. un 
gy of Babak "adviſed by thi 
worthy; Men, ' were Exemplified int 
own Behaviour. *Tis 2 note in 'one 
es RE ak 
my great s under £ 
&*,meansof Grace ! have A bleſs G 
*-fof ever for the Writings of that | 


IDY 


© 


* 
S, 
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I cc oy to be admired and loved by me, 
«DFx.: ds, and for. the Light 1 have 
*received thereby, concerning the fai- 


NM nef of Sin; as allo that excellent Book 
T* of him whom I ſhall always honour, Dr. 
T<Oven of Spiritxal-mindedneſs, and Mr, 
"I< Scxaders Chriltians daily Walk, by which 
2% three Books I have profited more than 
eE*hy-'any other ( S. Scripturis exceprix ) in 
ole the World. .. 
1 He was at fir prized, at the mea- 
> Yfare of Spiricual-mindeancſs, without which 
that great Saint, Dr. Owen { apprehends 
Athe Life and Peace of Souls to labour un- 
s der -prejudice z and he thought , a Mind 
lowed up in ſuch Heavenly: Frames 
"nd Works as were: needful thereunto, 
Imolt wholly. to. be: deſpair'd of 31 antil 
Tf as himſelf a few hours before | he dyed 
THaid-uito me ) he deein'd he ſaw an 1n- 
"FMance:of ſuch a; WAſk with God, not. ve- 
1 far. from the place of bis abede: To 
1 ' *" xrpoſe his ;referv'd Papers have 
"large Diſcourſe, of which thig:is.in the 
pncaſion: There! night be, 4 greater Pros 
Theft 'in Religion, than ,.1s commonly thought 
or, What have 1 Examples for, but to 1mi- 
weraber't Abtabam « fam'd for bebeving 
Jo fronply, when he bad no Example paſoe 
of: ©: 1,-Q | "mn: 


24 "The Life pa Death 
bim': 'Lit me try and ſee, wherber 1 h, 
ow eg nies 

ch in Chriſtianity, as any that 1 har 
ag He'then in the. frengerh and thr 
the Love of God ſet himſelf into a VV: 
of - ſtrift, ſecret, laborious Devotion! 
vvtiereby th6 none but God and He fill 
the Thearre, vyhich he ated -upon,, þ 
vvould be in the Fear « the Lord all 
dy hong . Hewi om the delight 

this World, and gave himſelf up t 
an afſiduous Conremplatiosn of God anc 
Chriſt, and a ſedulous endeavour + « 
__ confortnity -unto - him : Thus } « 1 

in the Work, of the: 

until tre w_ ET nm mg. 
ri im for eternal #7 & 

My come of him will be wn | 

ed" Plece, unleſs all-the enſuing» ſtrc 'l 
go to'make'it up; - Theſe' things he 

Exi for, 
Fir/e,” He was one that walked by 
He 'wis very Studious to learti 

of converſing with God in every 
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ot 


and” there vvas a: \Rule which" he ttety 
ed Kill "Wm; | 0 ig Ao no di a LE 

In his private Pa a5). ſs ; 
Colleion of Rules, by "he gore; 
© himſelf in the fri 


eerat Dutior WY 


of 1 Hangel Mather. 25 


| tianity and ih. alf the \Sea/avs and Sre- 
of his- Life. -He conſulted | the beſt 
— for Inſtraftion in the- Aﬀairs of 


| al Religion, - and hot into "Papty on- 
but into Aion - to be tranſcribed 


| | what he moſt -appfored ; in--21l which 
I The Will of God was the bright Pole-Star 

dg” which he ſteer'd his Courſe. .. 
The Reader 'fltilt enjoy ( and- ©: that 
| he would follow ) two'ot this Young Man's 

. Direttories : One of them 7s this. 

I. O that Fmight lead a/ſpirieual Life ! 
. 1 * Wherefore let me re gat Life by 
* the Word of God ' and by ſach Seripenre 


©29 thele. | 
«* 1, For regulating my Thou Fay Jer. 4- 


Mi. yr 55- 7- Mal. 3. 17. Pſal. 104. 34- 
* Phil. 4. 8. Prov. 23: 26+ Dent. op ;Becle/. 
10. 20. Prov. 24. 9. Mat. g. 4. Zech. 8.17. 
* >; For regulating my Aﬀedtions, Col. 
3-2,5. Gal. 5 

* For my Dels hehe, Pſal. 1.2. Pal, 97.5 


4 þ 


J* For-my Joy, Phil. 4: 4 Pſal. 43\\4/ M 
® Deſire, ns. 8; 9. Exch 7 26. My 
* Love, Mat. 22. 37. Pſal. ig. 97. 71 £ apy 

the,” Pfal. 99! ro: My Fear, Luki12. 

My Hips, Pla '5g-9. My Trofy Pl 


$3. F Foc aig my Spoehy bes 


26 | The ofe and L , 
a 2g Cult Dems; 6:6 = 1 119, 
6 Ffel. 71, 8, 24- Prov. 31-26. 
& ,, For regulating my Work, Tit. 3.8 

« 2 Tim, 2412, 1 Tim. 5. 10. Titus 2, I4 G 
© Mat. y. 47. 1 Tim. 6. 8. Rev. 3. of 1 
« Rom. 13-12. Af, 26.20. 

Another of them was form'd into af * 
Hymn, the ſinging/of "which ou pral© 


duce- freſher and onger Eforrs of Sou* 4 
wares the ching that us good. A 
It ſhall be here inſerted. 

»Fl 

© Lord, vyhat ſhall I return unto Ir 


* Him from vyhom all thy mercies flow ? v 


©(L.) Tome to ve it Chrie tall be | 
* Fonall Ldo I'e do. for Thee. A be 


(My Qt lb od ic 
* How t may'ſe moſe. be Glorifpd?, - - pa 


6 Ik) 1 will not any Creatore Lays, hin 
«Bas te bor Thr hoe | os e 


« v1). Wi). Thy Wat mil embrace the 1 


En SENG ſhall be my ES Þ 


{ 


| _ of Mr. Nathanael Mather. 27 
| © (vI.) Ejacularions ſhall aſcend 
«WF Not ſeldom from me. (VIL) Ple attend 
14} Occaſional Reflections, and 
Turn all to Gold that comes to hand. 


*(VIIL.) And in particular among 
g*My Cares, Ile try to make my Tongue 
oo* A Tree of Life, by ſpeaking all 
As be accountable who ſhall. 


© (IX.) But /aft, nay firſt of all, I will 
I Thy Son my Sarety make, and ſtill 

F Implore him, that he would me bleſs 
?F With ſtrength as well as Righreouſnep. 


Beſides theſe Rules which concerned his 
Walk, he Treaſur'd vp many more, 
hat referr'd to this and that ſtep in it ; 
and it -was the predominant care and 
atch of his Heart, not to rread awry : 
ws.one might ſee a whilful Chriſtian in 
;Jhim. And as he was deſirous to live by 
ecept, ſo he was to live by Promiſe 


, 


He fell into a particular conſiderati- 
x on. how to improve the Promiſes of God in 
all the Occaſions of life ; which is-indeed 
Fone of the moſt ſanitifying Exerciſes in the 


C 3 It 


as. ".. The if Kd. Death ; 
It was « Propoſal. vyhich I find he mat 
unto himſelf. ; 
© Let me ſalute theſe Promiſes once: 
© day. | 
yi For ſupplying the wans. of 
6 day, Phil, 4. 19. 
© 2, For Grovvth in Grace, Ho. 14. 
© 3, For ſubduing- my ſims, Mic..7. 1 
© 4. For ſucceſs in my undertakin 4 
© Pſal. 1. 3. 
© 5, For turning all the Events of 
© day for good, Rom. 8. 28. , 
© 6. For Audience of my Prayers, 74 
14. 13, 14- 
© 7. For ſtrength to manage all 
© yvork of the day, Zech. 10. 12. 
; y q For direQtion in aifficulry, P[ 
” $2. 8, 
* 9, For Life Eternal, Luke 12. 31: Fc 
3. 16. 
; Beſides theſe tvyo, Afar. 11. 28. 
Iſa. 44 3- 
| ly that Man muſt quickly graf , 
another Enoch, vvho does thus Walk wi «1 


God. | 
| He yvas one- that ved," 
mane” He vvas 'oft and long in. ,, | 
Aount with God : It vyas his Cuſtom 
ry day to enter into his Cloſer, and; 
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of Mr. Nathanacl Mather. 29 
184 1 door, and pray to bis Father in ſecret. 
1 And 1 gueſs from ſome of his Writings, 
-e{ that he did thus no leſs than thrice a 
{ day, when he met with no Obſtruftion 
in it : Nor did he Slubber over his Pray- 
ers vvith haſty Amputations, but vvreſtle 
in them for a good part of an hour to- 
id gether. 
4 It vvas a moſt refreſhing Communion 
4 vvith God, vvhich his Devotions brought 
him ſometimes unto. Thus in one of his 
Diaries. 


Dec. 10. 


© 1 prayed earneſtly unto God, ear- In theMar. 
[ « neſtly Petitioning that Jeſus Chriſt gn he 
* might be my complear Redeemer. There tt ry 
ol © vvas immediately ſomething that did as ;,,, 
J* rt were perſwade me it ſhould be ſo. 


Again, Avg. 19. 


4 *©* My Thoaghrs, vvere ſome little vvhile 
* buſied about the condeſcention of Chriſ# 

3 * in taking of humane Nature on him; but ' 
3* for the moſt part in Ejacularions, and 
$* Atts of Faith on a crucified ( ah ! ſrveet 
S* Word ) Jeſs. I faw I gained not 
| 4 * much 
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© mach by. thoſe : Wherefore I addry 


«ſed my ſelf to ſolemn Prayer, and h 
* ſome Aſſurance in it. 


Once more, Aug. 20. 


| &T was much affefted in Prayer, : 
© exerciſed ( I hope ) many AQts of Fai 
<« 2nd Love, and Dehzoht in God. I | 

© ral times was breaking off, but I was 
& it were conſtrain'dto go on in the Du 
« with mach enlargement. Lord, anfa 
&* me for the ſake of Chriſt. 

Thus under the Fis-tree did our Le 
Jeſus often behold this Narhanael ;, yea « 
ro Prayer he became fo habituared, th 
while others can Sleep in Prayer, he ſon 
rimes would pray in ſleep, He records 
among his Experiences, that upon aſlaul 
of imagined Temptations, when he has be 
aſleep, he has quickly been at Prayer ; a 
ſo cauſed the Phantaſms to leave anne 
ing of him. 

And Extraordinary prayer way alſo \ 
him not zlItogether extrandinary. 
he were a Hortle that ſeemed incapal 
of holdirg ir, yet this-Winze agreed wi 
him very well. - As Tewng as he was, 
knew. the Myſtery of a Soul fatmny. 


fa 


- ” ” 
— ——  —_ SR OE an RAS oe a6. ot an od Rn >. ae... MVR. 


1 


x of My. Nathanael Mather. 3! 


i faſting, and thriving by "bungring and thirit- 


ing after Righteouſneſs. He was very in- 
quiſitive after the right way to manage 
a Day of Faſting and Prayer, and he would 
ſometimes keep ſuch a day. On ſuch 
4a day it was his Cyſtom to make a ve- 


'ry particular and penitent Confeſſion of 


all the Sins that he conld perceive him- 
ſelf guilty of; and renew his Covenant 
with the Holy One of J/ſrael ; to this 
End, he had by him in writing a large 
Catalogue of things forbidden and re- 


quired in the Commandments of God, 


which was the Glaſs in which® he then 
viewed his wayes; and having found 
what Achans might procure trouble to 
him, he then fell to ſtoning of them. 
One may ſhape ſome conjecture at his 
Humiliations, by the Indionarions with 
which he ſpoke, and wrote of the Ya- 
aries which his Childhood had. © T'came 
* into the World ( faith he in one of the 
Papers penn'd by him on a day of ſecrer 
Faſting and Prayer, Oftober the 17" 1685.) 
* without the /mage of the Holy God 
* on my Soul; my Underſtanding, my 
© Will, my Aﬀections, and my whole Sou 
* were altogether depraved, and wound- 
* ed. When very Towns | went aſtray 
* from 
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<« from God, and my Mind was altogethe 
* taken with vanities and follies ; ſach 
« the remembrance of them doth greatly 
« 2baſe my Soul within me. Of the m: 
© nifold Sins Which then I was guilty « 
« none ſo ſticks upon me, as that being 
<« very young, I was whirling on the Sabbat 
&« day; and for fear of being ſeen, I dit 
<« it behind the door. A great Reproa 
<* of God ! A Specimen of that Arbes/; 
< that 1 brought into the World wi 
« me! 
i This was more than the more meagre 
and feeble ſort of Chriſtians, though much 
old he, are us'd ro do. But p, 
majors ! There. was a Sublimer way of 
drawing near to God, which he vvas not 
willing to leave unattempted. He yu 
derſtood that ſecrer days of Thankggiving| « 
had not been unprattiſed by ſome vyhonf « 
he deſigned to imitate; and therefore bef « 
yvould make ſome Eſſays for ſuch an Inti} « 
mate Fruition of God, and generous Dewef « 
rion to him, as vyould fill ſuch days as 
theſe. c 
Hence this I nd among the Records off * 
his Soul : — wth 4 ( 
+ Reſolved, To ſct apart every twol « 
* Months, a Day for ſolemn Fapmcy } 
OE 1 c& ; 
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q * and Meditation, to hwnble my ſelf; and 
" © every tvva Months to keep a Day of 
« private Thankgoiving. 
ni But though his Prayers were chiefly 5, 
Of yet they were not confined ro his Cloſer. 
408 There vvere divers Privace Praying Meer- 
* ings of younger People in North- Boſton, 
4 vyhich he viſited as often as he could ; 
and one of thoſe might peculiarly be cal- 
WM led His. Yea, it vvas his deſire,. though 
yvith as little aim zo be ſeen of men as 
could be, to ſupport all ſuch opportuni- 
{ tics of Good among them, that vvere of 
the fame age with him. 
1 Wherefore I find this among the Notes 
in his Diary : 
&* Queſt. What ſhall I do for God ? 
a « Anſ. It vvas ſuggeſted to me, to get 
1 © ſome of my Acquaintance to ſpend ſome 
mn © yyhile every Friday night in Pfayer, for 
"1 © the Succeſs of the Work of Grace in 
thy © New-England, eſpecially in Boſton, on 
1 © the Souls of the Riſing Generation. 
#*f «Let me propound this to ſome ſerious 
* devout young Perſons. 
Thus vvas his Prayer as it vvere his 
"| Breath, and thus he vvas always fetching 
of it, untll at laſt | it expir'd in Praiſe, 
Praiſe for eyermore. 
| Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, He was one that Thought much 
of bi: GOD, and bis END. There was 
a ſort of Heaven formed in the juſt Soul-of 
this Young-man, by the Thoughts that were 
continually ſparkling there. He had 
unpacifiable DiſſatisfaCtion at himſelf un- 
til good Thouobts were lodg'd in him, and 
vain ones were forced to gnaſh their teeth, 
and melt away : Nothing would content 
him, but the bringing of his Thoughts intof © 
a Subjettion tothe Lord Feſus Chriſt. Where © 
fore he chew'd much on the excellent Ser} « 
mon of Mi. Charnock, about Thoughts |< 
which he wrote owe not only with his band c 
but in his heare, and made it the very} « 
Mould of his gracious Mind. There are} *« 
none, but very Renew'd Souls, that are at} * 
great pains in a courſe of Mediration onf « 
' the thingy. of God. Yet this Young-man,f * 
like another Tſaac, vvas grovvn very ex-| « 
pert at it, and frequent in it. . It was his 
manner in the Morning to meditate veryf 
ſeriouſly and fixedly vpon ſome Truth, orf * 
ſome Texr, for a good part of an hour 
rogether. He had collected a good va-f * 
riety of S«bjetts and Scripmeres to handle in} * 
thus communing with bimſclf, and went 
over more than a little Di-wmiry in this 
tranſcendent Exerciſe, Sometimes, when 
thus 
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4 thus he ſeparated bimſelf to intermedadle with 

ch} all wiſdom, I find him committing his 

ad Thoughts, or Tome breviate of them, unto 

{ the durable cuſtody of his Papers; from 

re} vrhich Memoirs 1 vvill produce but an In- 
i ſtance or tvyo of many. 


Auguſt 16. 1685. 


" TWMfed. about, The reaſon I have to love 
& God; becauſe of what he has been to 
© me, and what he is in himſelf. And 1 
« thought; Is. not God the Beſe Good ? 
5 3] * Surely then he is worthy to be my 
df ** Laſt End. Has he not been ſhewing 
ry} © many Mercies to me? and what ! ſhall 
re} *1 not relign. up my felf to Live unto 
at} * God, becanſe of his goodneſs to me? 
on} * Much affetted with the thoughts of theſe 
ny * chings : And, 1 hope, I cloicd with the 
x-| * Motion. 


rf...” _, Again, OfZabey-1, 


ur} ** Meditated on that ; If a 1m does 'jn- 
'a-} © rend to be traly Religions, be muſt expe no- 
in} *rbing but to. ſave his Soul ? 
nt} _ * But how can this be true ? 

i © Muſt 1 loſe my Body altogether ? 

cn I © Muſt 
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< Muſt I be vvilling that the Union be 
©« tween my Body and Soul ſhould for ever; 
* more be looſed ? St Ea. 
* Muſt I be willing to befor ever with 
* ont" a Body 7 No, no. eh 
&* All that the Lord requires of me, is 
*© to have my Body for a few days or year 
*f (a few | ſay, for 'they cannot be many, 
© to be wholly at the ſervice of my Soul 
&« 2nd to be willing that the*Otoy berweell « 
&« thoſe two Mates, then ſhoutd be diſlol: 
« yed ; the Soul firlt taking ;irs progrefy 
<« into cverlaſting Bliſs ;. the Boay being 
© laid in the Dult, to riſe at the Reſur 
© reCtion, accompanying the Sout into it 
< eternal Felicity. ps 
« My preſent Notion of this, thing þ 
* this : 1 
© 'This Diſſolwion of the Union betweey 
* the Soul and Body, is but a DP. | 
* the Spirit into its happineſs, "after 
** weariſom conflict here. I as long a 
© it ſhall be beſt for me tobe here, here 
© I ſhall continue. Infinite Wiſdom is t 
©« be the Orderer of this4 and it will be 
<< a grievous and ſhamefut refleRtion there 
<< apon, for me to ſay, Jt will be berter, for 
© me to live, than to dye, at ſuch a. tim 
*% when 1 am called thereunto. F _ 
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*« With my Body 1 muſt expe to loſe 
er3< all the pleaſaut Enjoyments . of this 
« World, Liberty, Library, Study, and Re- 
q< /ari0ns. But yet neither ſhall T loſe theſe. 
4* As for my, Liberty, by True Religion, 
«*and by Dying for it too, when need 
'T* requires, -I ſhall gain the only Zibeyry, 
»4 © even from the body of Fu 
4 < As for my Library, if I die for Chriſt 
3 * or i the Lord, I ſhall have no need of 
MW it. My, Underſtanding ſhall be enough 
\< enlarged, and I ſhall not need to'turn 
ny < over Books for Learning. As' for k 
wy * Sexdy ( my Paradice ) I ſhall have a bet- 
ter, a larger, and a more compleat than 
4 © this. | 4, 
« As for ,my Relations, thoſe of thetn 
a4 < that are trwy pions, I ſhall only po before 
** them; and if there ſhould be any of 
" *them not, pious, the longer I ſhould ſtay 
* with them bere ( if they Continve im- 
uw © penitent.) it would but make my Grief 
"7 © more intolerable, to_ think vvhen Heave 
© the, that 7 ſhall have no hopes to bt 
"I © them again for ever. 
} © But this is not. all neither. — 
"} .* My Body muſt be uſed as the Souls Iy- 
wy © frwncnt ; and here all that ſtrength and 
| * exe vyhich I have, muſt be uſed for the 
% © Soul : 
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*« Soul : And truly there is reaſon noug 
<« for it, that ſo there may be eternal hay. 
<« pineſs for both together. 
&* In Merriage, the Hasband: and Wif 
< ſhould have the ſame deſion, Would i 
"< not be inhumane, for the one to have 
< 2 deſign which tends to the ruine of the 
* other ? Juſt ſa my Soul and Body ſhonl; 
& have the ſame,deſign ; and the Body being 
&« the more vile of rhe wo, ſhould ſab- 
© ordinate to the Soul. And it is'a neceſ. 
c fary disjunQion, either the Body, the 
Wah th, and eaſe, and members of it, 
{| be uſed for the good, or for the 
« bart of the Soul ; there is no mediun 
© bere. W| 
.** Let me then herein make my- Body th 
«"nſeful 'to my Soul, in accompliſhing all Fi, 
<« the goodsdeſigns of ir, which it is capableſto 
«of being intereſted in. ed 
«Nor is there. any thing elſe worth = 
< ſpeaking of that muſt be faregone, ex- 
cept health, and the momentancouſneſs c be 
«all bodily Torfments, will -make them} wei 


«yery tolerable. @- © Itwe 
Ik 
=; My Reſolutions be, fant 


. & That 1 will, not expeF,: "by devo-$ 1 
« +Ung my ſelf unto the Fear of God, to to Fof. 
*gainf 
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2 any thing as to my Body in this 

es 
« That through the Grace of Chriſt, I 

Gill uſe the /trengrh, eaſe, health of my 

i * Body, yea my whole Body, in Subordination 

val * to my Soul, in the Service of the Lord 
$ * Jeſus. 


gt With ſuch Meditations as theſe, he kept 
b-j mellowing of his own Soul, and preparing 
CF it for the ſtate wherein Faith is tarned into 
f, 
it, But there was yet a more delightful and 
ſarprizing way - of Thinking, after which 
he did aſpire. He conlidered, that the 
whole Creation was full of God; and 
that there was not a- Leaf of Graſs in the 
Field, which might not make an Oblcrver 
to be ſenſible of the Lord, He apprehend- 
ed that the idle Ainures of our Lives were 
{many more than a ſhort liver ſhon[fallow: 
Thar the very Filings of Gold, and of Time, 
were exceeding precious ; and, . that there 
my were little fragments of hours intervening be - 
Ftween our more ſtated buſineſſes, wherein 


Jlowzhrs of God might be nd lets plea- 
{fant than frequent with us. 

3 The Elegant and Excellent Meditations 
0 Jor'Sir ' Wilfam Water, had 'particulatiy 


7 atteted 


he Life and Death © 


tion of them; 'and hence he did attempi 
to make even the more common and mo 
trivial occarrents of humane Life, the oc 
calions of Great Thoughts within him. 
would with the Chyniftry of Occaſional. R 
fleftions, Diltill ſublime Spirits from earth 
Bodhes ,, and from the view of mean thing 
fill his nobly imployed Mind with Lefou 
and Prayers, which only the Father of Sparini 
was a Witneſs to. 

Some of theſe his Occaſional -Refleftic 
I'find in his private Papers; and one or 
two, for a taſte, I will belpeak the Reader's 
acceptance of. 


Jan. 8, A. M. 


*© Being about to riſe, I felt the cold in 
© a manner extraordinary ; which inclin'd 
«© metoſeck more warmb in my Bed be- 
* fore I roſe; but ſo extream was the 
*© cold, that this was not fealible : Where- 
© fore I reſolved to dreſs my ſelf without 
* any more ado; and ſo going to the 
«Firein my-Cloaths, 1 ſoon became warm 
* enough. 

« Turn this, O xy Soul, into an uſeful 
<*« Meditation. There is a neceſſity of my 

y cc ryſing 


affetted bim unto a commendable nad | 
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ooe out of niy Bed,; the Bed'of Seemricy . 


4 * which 1 am' under the power of, and - 
T *to ve unto Chriſt, and ro talk in the 
« Light. 
*  *In order herennto, I muſt pat on my 
&* poor Soul the Garments which are to be 
* had from the Lord Jeſus. To awaken 
* me out of my ſ{zep, and my ſecurity, I 
"1 *2m to ſet beforc me the Sun, the Go- 
| © ſpel of the Sur of righteouſneſs doth in- 
« lighten my Mind, and tell me, that I 
my * was before muffled up in darkzeſs ; an 
« that if I continued therein, 1 ſhonl 
| © ſtarve and periſh. 1 am alſo taught, That 
« when Men are convinced of their miterable 
* condition, they will rather endeavour 
*to Eaſe, and comforr and cheriſh them- 
« ſelves by ſomething #n rchemſetves, than 
* put on the /pirieual Garments which 
* the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has provided for 
* them. An Evil to be by me avoided. 


Again, another time. 


LSSTTHEDES 


* Upon Water taken from the Fire, I 

1* faw a lukewarmneſs quickly ſeize ; like 

 FErhe- frame of Spirit, which many Pre- 

Wi Stenders to Religion have after a glorious 

«and affetionate Profeſſion of ir. Of this 
D 2 


« fort 


ba 


<« rt were ſome among the Laodiceans off, , 
« old; which is exceedingly diſpleaſingf * 
© to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Whence ity} 
& that he faith, / will ſpew rhee our of 

« mouth. Let me endeavour to bewaref 
« of this hateful and odious frame of Sp 


&« rit; and let the contrary thereto bs 
© my deſire, my endeavour. 


Once more. 


© Among ſome Gentlemen that were 
& ſitting in a Room 1lluminated' with 1 
« Candle, one beginning to read unto u! 
<« there was another Candle brought unte 
& him, for his aſſiſtance in it. Which 
& forded me ſuch a Meditation as this ; 
© That thoſe who are to be Teacher: o 
&« others, have need of «s much light aga 
« 23 ordinary Chriſtians have. They, i 
« any, need a double Portion of the Gift 
© that are in other Men; and the hel 
* of Knowledge that other Perſons hav 
* they much more ſhould be furniſh 
& withal. pſt) 
& It was not becauſe they had berrew'E 
*© than him whoſe Officg it was to Read 
& that they needed but. ove Candle, 'whe 
© he had :wo provided for bim ; batt! 
« We 
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E Work incumbent on him, and expeCted 
* from him was the occaſion of it. 
” But 1 deſign little more than a Confir- 
. mation with an Ilftration of my Hiſtory, 
- for which, a touch or two upon' eve 
of Article. will ſerve. I am now to add, 
Fhat' this Young Man had a Principal 
d unto the Scriptures for the Sub- 
of his Medirations, and he was ve- 
ry —_—_—_ of his Thoughts on the Book, 
4 of God.' He was daily digging in the /a- 
| ered Mines, and with delight he fetched 
«| thence Riches better than thoſe of both the 
4 Inaid's ; and he conld ſay, O how I love thy 
Law"! it is my Meditation every day ! 
-*Even jn the time of his mortal Sick- 
4 neſs, he was very angry at himſelf if 
4 he had not heard a Portion of the Brble 
read unto him from day to day. 
.4 Once when he was near his End, a 
4 good part of a day having paſs'd before 
of he had enjoyed, his Meal of Scripture ; 
| he ſaid unto his Siſter with ſome impari- 
| tice, Alas! what an ungodly life do I lead! 
ray core and read my Bible to me; and 
j read me the forty ninth Pſalm, Indeed he 
g read the Scripture not cerſorily, but ve- 
iy Yeliberately, and conſiderately ; and 
{ 48'n effect of his doing ſo, he covld' 
(409 D 3 gL1Ve 
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ive ſuch an accountof the Difficnlties. in ita 
as the moſt not only of Chri/t:ans, but off 
Divines too, would judge an Artainment tx-Þ} 
traordinary, Not long before he dyed,F* 
he had 1ead over all the large and great}, 
Annotations on the ' Bible, lately publiſh Ny 
ed by Mr. Pool, and fome other Non-covy, 
formilt Miuiſters ; ; but having diſpanch {Joc 
thoſe two noble Fohos, he ſaid unto oneh 
that was intimate with him, Thus bevel 
JT read the Bible, but 1 bave now learnt af 
berter way! Aud that way was this, He 
would oblige: bimſelf in reading co fetch 0, 

a Note and a Prayer out of every Verſe 
in all the Bible z to dwell upon every verſe 
until it had afforded ar. leaſt one Gbſer- 
vation, and one Ejaculation ty him. 

He imagined that an incredible. deal 


2” both of 77wk and . Grace, would. in thish } 


way : make its. impreſſion upon. his 
Mind, (befides what Exerciſe of Wi it 
mult have* call'd for ) and ſo nialt cer- 
tainly it would have done; but before} 1 
he had made much Progreſs io'.it, the | 1 
Chariots of God tetcht him away . t@- "that. þy 
place. in Prdg ws Teſws 15 a Bible to ue þ 
re BY rits of the Righteous, ' 
Such : yrs nga wha yoe+ was he; and yet} | 
after ſo — kind of Thoughts in _ f 
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ray, he could not reſt a Night quietly, 
Nukes he compos'd himſelf for ſeeping 
*-Sby thinking 2 little more. 
dF He knew that no better a Man than 
Afone of the Moral Heathens propounded a 

INoturnal Self- Examination, as a part and 
Ekaſe of no little Wiſdom, and that much 

re # ſober Chriſtian ſhonld endeavour 
ito maintain a good wderſtanding of him- 
"abi, by ſach Nightly Recolleftions, Where- 
before the Slumbers of the Evening, 
this Young Man would put three General 

UYIGeſftions to himſelf, with divers particu- 

& ones that were ſubordinate thereunto. 
Queſtions were, _ 
Queſtion 1. 
What has God's Mercy to me been this 


49 ? 
7 Here he conſidered what favours God 
id newly ſmil'd upon his #ward, or his 
rd man withal. 
Queſtion 2. 
What bas my Carriage to God been this day ? 
Here he confidere.| what frames, and 
rd and works, and what ſnares and ſins 
$e ad newly been concerned with, 
i Queſtion 3. 
1 dye this mghr, % my Immortal Spirit 
ef? 
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Of this he -jadged. by. his: Cloſure 
God, as his beſt good, and laſt end, and 
Chriſt as his Prophet, and his -Prieft, 
his King, and by his Reſolution alw 
to be a Witneſs for the Lord, ard an 
my to every Sin : T h6 ſometimes he we 


with a more large and long Attentia 


Examine his own Hopes of Eternal H 
pineſs, far which purpoſe he had in 
ting by him, his Bundles of Marks 


Signs, which reſtifie a Man to be born bs 


God. When he had thought - on the 


things, he was able to lay bimfelf down i 
ace and ſleep; but this was a way if 


eep a, Soul Awake. 
| begin to ſuſpeTt that my Readers | 


tience 15 almoſt expir'd ; and thereto 
I ſhall cauſe the Remainder of this Nan 


tive to omit where it canndt comratt, whit 


yet 15 well worthy to. be the matter 
it. 

Foxrthly, He was one-that moriificd at 
conguer'd the SINS which; were a + 
tron to him. There wrre, ſome 


which gave to this Young Mzn a. mo 
violent, and outragions diilurbance tha 


he could without much; paſſion beas 
Thele did he contrwe ard conflict wa 
'+ 10. his Oppoſ#10ns to, 2pd gave not ove 
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ith: till he had a- certain Proſpe&t of a Y/7:- 


#ory. 

Of all the things which ever trovbled 
him, I know not whether any were more 
- grievous than 'the Blaſphemons TInjeftions 
which like fiery venemous darts inflam'd 
« ſometimes his very Soul within him. 

i It may be ſome Teſtimony of Sinceri- 
"d 4 when Perſons are not a little affi- 

+ Hed for, as well as aſſaulted with, Blafohe 
 -mous [maginations about God ; which riſe 
Wk within us in contradiction to all that Re- 
verence of him, which we know not how 
; to lay alide. | 

This Perſon on his Death-bed complain- 
ed to me, that Horrenda de Deo, Horri- 
ble Conceptions of God, 'buzzing about 
1 his mind, had been one of the bittereſt 
i; of all his Tryals: and I find his privare 

Papers making fad Lamentations over the 

miſeries of this annoyance. You fhall 
nf” read how-he did encounter theſe Fiends, 

as one that was no Stranger to the Wars 
nf of the 'Lord. 
os Once in his Diary, he ſays; # 
4” - | ** Tronbled exceedingly with Blaſphe- 
uy - © mans Suggeſitons, my Soul bleeds at the 
* thonghts of them. | 

* O that Chriſt would deliver me from 
* them ! 


= 
—- 
*« _ 


as he Life and Death 

< them! they make my Life unpleaſant. 1 

* do believe that Satax never ſtruggled ſo 

* hard to keep any one from : Chriſt, as 

&* he has done to keep me ! k 
* From hence | learn, 1. My great En. | « 

*© mity zo, 2. My great need. of, the | * 


<« Lord Jeſus Chriſt. «, 
| At another time : | ec 
4, 


| ©< Troubled with Blaſphemons Thaughts, '\ © 1 
« | learn from hence, 
© 1. Seeing theſe would have me to en- | $h 
©« tertain a low Efteem of Chriſt and God, - } ro 
I will endeavour to have a more high | on 
« and eminent Efteer of God and Chriſt. Di 
< 2. Secing theſe do ſo perplex me ; 
« contnaucty, Al 
..* L learn, that I am unable of my ſelf | ble 
& to raiſe good hts, much lefs to per- | 
< form Good Ati; of Obedience. LI would 
<& he deeply humbled, that my Soul ſhonld | © 
< be thus defilcd. 
<« Seeing, | have often ſo much Expe- 
<« rience "and ſtirrings of Enmity ' in my 
« Sonl to God, 1 would be excited 
< thereby more heartily to cleave unto | 


cc him : 
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Once more, 


| 
* 
#3 © T hope 1 have now got ſtrength over 
« my Blaſphemons T bonghts, after this 
« manner. 

& 1, Humbling my ſelf under a ſeuſc of 
« my own vileneſs and wretchedneſs, 

« >. Praying earneitly for the remoyal 
«of the Enmity that is in my Sovl ro 
4* che things of God, eſpecially as to this 
* matter, 

Thus diſcreetly did he manage the 
Shneld Fatth againit thoſe barbed Ar- 
rows of Hell : Nor did his other Corrupti- - 
ons eſcape; the Offenſive, as well as the 
Defenſove Weapons of his. Soul. 

Under the "molt furions of their Aſ- 
faults, I find this to be one of his howonra- 
| |. Retreats. 


© For the Relief of my Sorl under the 
« Power of Corruption ; Let me by Faith 
* apply theſe Scriptures. 

Firſt, Rom. 6. 14- 

© Secondly, Exch. 36. 26. 

« Thirdly, Afic. 7. 19. 

* Fourthly, Zech. 13. 1. 
| ** Beſides Zech. 9. 12. AMat. 16. 18. Jobn' 
\ $42: 31; and Row. 16. 20. andtheſeConfi- 
« derations : 


+ - 
- 


4 1h J i Firſt, 


5o "The Lifeand Death | 
© Firſt, Chriſt is a compleat Redeemer, 
«Heb. 7. 25. 1 Joh. 7. Heb. g. 14. 


** Secondly, God's Infinite Power is eq 


©* gaged on my behalf, if I be in Cove 
** nant with him.- 

«<Thirdly,God will perfet Holineſs where 
<« he bath begun it. 

In ſuch Engagements as theſe againſt 
his /nviſible Adverſaries he continued, un 
till he Is now a Conguerour, and more that 
a Congqueronur. , 

Fifthly, He was one that wiſely prepa. 
red for the CHANGES that were before 
bim.. It is a Remark in one of his Px 

'S: ** I think it convenient for me to oh 
© ſerve the Temptations, I amiFor ſball bi 
© obnoxious to, and get" ſuitable Remedic: 
.« ainſt them, - = 

te ſeem'd indeed to have a. ſtrange 
Preſage of what be was-to meet withal, 
and O how he laid -in that he might not 


be wiprovided for it !. A pradence rarely ſeen 
among the Children of Men, whoſe | 24. | 


ſery is great upon them becauſe they kyou 

nx their Time. di viln 
There were eſpecially two Calamities 
which he bad.z. fore-boding . of, 'Diſmal 
Pan, and Early Death, As for bis Pair, 
he was it ſcems to undergo exquiſite 'An- 
- guiſhes 


FE har 7 \ 4 her. $61 


| 


1 | pid, > many Months before his Dif- 
ion; *but before ever | it came upon 
} him, how ſtrangely did he -fortifie him- 


ſelf againſt it! He ſaid in his Diary ſome 
Years before he left the World, 


S-pt, 2. 


© T had not in the morring time enough 
« for ſolemn Meditation : Great deadnefs 
* and dulneſs was in my Heart, as' to 
a iS iritual Thoughts afterwards ; the Rea- 

n Was, becauſe 1 did nor perform my ſ0- 
&* lemn Meditation as ] ſhould. 

«I had now apprehenfious that 1 muſt 
* undergo fore 7ryals, and Confitts, and 
& great Aﬀljtions, 

« Wherefore it did highly become me 
«to get as great a mealure of Grace, as 
* the opportunities which I enjoy may 
" . afford, and therefore I purpoſe to be 

© more ſerious in my Meditations, not 
* omitting other Dutics therewithal. 

*1 fee my Reſolutions muſt every day 
© be renew'd, as to great diligence in 

* my ſerving God. 

* And Gare | mult expect great Afiidions, 
*©] muſt mike it my daily work by ſo- 
* lemn Afcditation to go over the. whole 
: « Bedy 


on: wy. a 4 - * R 6 5 
. I ES! £7” nd 1 Weth © . 


of Chriſtianity, and parcicularly:t 


&% Body 


on of Feſws Chriſt : | mult allo endeavour 
4*to get a large meaſure of ſanttified know- 
& ledze ; wherefore, 

&« Firſt, There is nc2d of Earneſt Prayer; 
« and 

&« Secondly, Of very holy walking. 

« Thirdly, Of entertaining the Truth 
& with greateſt AﬀeCtion ; and 

& Fourthly, Looking on it 4s it us in Feſws; 
*and 

&« Fifthly, Solemn Meditation; and 

5 Sixthly,, Much Reading ;, and 

© Seventhly, Living upon ' the Truths 
& which I know, and Thankfulneſs for the 
*« Knowledge which 1 have already. 


And at another time there was this 
written in his Diary. 


*« This Morning I meditated about a 
<« part of Self-demal; Namely, the deny- 
6 21 of Bodily Health, and of eaſe from 
* Torment. | 

« My Reſolution was, that it was bet- 
© ter to part herewithall,” than to ſi. 
&« | hope there is a rborough- purpoſe in my 
** Heart 


&« have daily Thoughts on the Conde/cent- 


My, vo wy cc wo” es 


ow 
—=s 


: 
or 
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* 
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$ Heart to perform - accordingly, when I 
& ſhall be call'd thereunto. 

4 [ do feel the ſtirrings of ſeif in my ſelf 
| this day : /t would fain be in the Throne 
« of God within me; but 1 am reſolved 
&« Chriſt ſhall be my Kg. 

And as he thus put 0: the whole Armour 
of God, that he might be able to ſtand 
when he ſhould be tryed, ſo he found the 
benefit of it when he came into the Field. 


/T Few in the World ever bore ſach Dolors 


with ſuch a filent and a quiet and com- 
poſed Temper as he. Some that were in- 
timate with him, would ſay, ae was one 
of an Jron Patience, and they bad rarely if 
ever ſeen ſuch a patient Patient. But his 
Death he ſeem'd all along moſt careful 
to be ready for. 


In his Papers. 


Meditations on the four laſt things, was 
a Title mentioning a Subjef of his moſt 
ſolicitous Contemplations. Above three 
Tears before his Tranſlation, his Diary hath 
ſuch a Note as this. 

« Speaking to Day ſomething concerning IntheMar- 
my Commencement, I was ſtrangely fſur- o Fm De 
* prized, and bad many Thoughts, yea ,,* 

| © Perſwa- 


"= (58) "The Uſe antes 
5 Perſwaſions, That - 1 ſhould not live. "Heb - 
then —-—-. 'F 

& Refi, What may be the Jmport hereof 
© | cannot tell; yet I gather thus mach;F* 
© That it 1s incumbent on me without fur: 
& ther delay, to make my Callins and Elettion 
© {are, 

He hath alſo left behind him, ſome Me-F 
ditations, tending to the Exerciſe of Repen. } 
tance, and Faith, and Preparation for Death, 
as he hath himſelf inticuled them ; but 
the Reader by this time will eaſily pardon 
my forbearing the Communication of them, 

Indeed, Bxeparation for - Death, in one'F 
word, contains the ſubitance of what he: 
had been doing divers years before the Þ 
King of Terrors took his Clay Houſe away. Þ| 

And as he was delirous to prepare for Þ 
what Paſſrve Gbedience he might be put 
npon, ſo he was loath to have his Heart 
not well ordered or furniſhed, when 
ative Obedience might be called for at his 
hands, _ Tho. he never liv'd to preach'ariy - 
other. than ſome private Sermons, yet he : 
was not unthoughtful of the Time when 
publick, ones might be expeted from him, 
It may. not be unuſeful for-me to inſert 
one. of his Meditations here; it runs-in 
fuch terms as. theſe. | 

- #4 ty © Whether 


© Submiſſion 


ax 4,4 & | ; « Y 
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He I i Jenidle 4. Unifert 
"4 1conlidered all Objettions which Per. 


& ſons might make againſt it, and anſwer'd 


«them every one. But one Objection ſtartled 
«md more than the reſt, to wit, Perſonal 
« Unfieneſs, from my  Hebernde, or want 


 « of Invention. To which 1. anſwer'd, 
-& with ; minding that: Promiſe in Exod. 
«12. Certainly 1 will be with thee, And 


| ©*the beginning of ver. 18. They ſhall bearkgn 


* to chywaice. And where God finds work, 
* there he will give ffrengeh. I likewiſe 
< conſidered - 1 Chron. 28. 10,::204;,and 


bg Me. 2s. ph 20, and. Joſh. 1-9. and. 


6. 12,1 " | 
And then thought with my ſelf, That 
as for ving in 4 remote pars of the Comun- 
as rrey; | ſhould be willing thereunto,ifſo 
wy mighs do Service for God, and bring 
{to his Name. And whilſt I was 
on theſe things, I was melted 
« into. a fratne, that I thought heretofore 
* ſhould neyer be in, namely, . hwmble 
ro the. good. Pleaſure of God, 

« kwevr bu Sie e of me. -1I knew, 


that though I were CER for what 


; Of gun I ond. oe way be expoſed 


* unto, 


> , dr Sy he ADA . «A 


* <anto, there is"ap Anſwer in Rom. 1, 16. 
« 2n&'in Art 8.38; and in Pſdl.z1.19. and 
<* in Prov. 16. 7. and in Pfal. 29, $6. So 
© -were'the'Apoſttes, 1 Cor.q;3;9. If 1ferve 
<«.Chrilt, God will benowr me, Job. 12.26. 


Every oe maſt own, that however ſach 
things as theſe, in an of4 Man, may be be- 
. low our \Admirftion ;/ yet in a young Man, 
thet but-lived not the Years which the 
Nodss ofthe Moortake to difpatch a Revo- 
lution, they deſerve 's Memory 
that "nay be 'Edified" by ſuch - 
Pr. ices. | Indeed, \he was himfelf Ex- 
treanly unfenſible of the leaft worrb or 
ſhine ing of him ;' 2nd im is -whole 

ortment he diſcovered a modeſt, an F 
bumble, and adeferved mein; which might | 


1 | 1 


be reek'ned 'to bear little proportion with | 


his -other Accompliſhments , were it-not }F 
that the more teas; Men are, the more | 
| homble they always are; and 'they-* are 
the'Fulleff and Richeft Ears of Corn, which | 
moſthang down "towards "the -Ground. - 
But while he in a fort-wranged himſelf, F 
to eſcape*the b-veand blame of Pride; it } 
1s @ piece of pure Juſtice 'in the Sorvivers, | 
to-Embilm" the Name of a Perſon thus de-. F 
firable, "ſince he is gone thirher where he 


has 


f My, Nathanacl Mather. 
\Chet to take fire at the dal 


A ny 


Sic oculos, fc ille- manss, fie ors 
-  ferebat » . 


is now de riy of ! 
he his Living haye 
orld ! But as 


[ grecatin; mult I now ES 
 : whom we He th been pa 
* our laſt poet unto 


8. ; I wp cis lng 
| ins little 6 
| beter "am 5 1 tt relate, . 


++ IL, #des DEAT H, 


«Tod face and too-ſad a thing for me to 

mention without Sighing, Ab my Brocher, 

5 jn'my Lameot#ion; over it. - He had com 

| F trated an uviverſal 1 Habis of. Body ; 

Þ which was ;atcended. with 5 gonniculas ig 
E 2 on 
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k nbd : | F 
where the Ds Tem | 
1x00! Seo joyn.z a by whence 'it fell | 
þ,. until there wasa very large | | 
nth it there. © 
There was an /nciſion, with matore Ad- 
KS foo ge Tony hon 4 god. 
on, * which gave q 
hopes 'of NT pos ' into a capdiity" of 
Evigti Church of God'; bur ory Hay | 
0 Boar was" now iven unto the,” F 
Fugces which his Blood; through"his F 
nal. and ſedentary Studies ; had 
| Heen annoyed withal, - ſoon enkinded a . 
Toe: which burnt aſonger- the'Tiread of : 
vhis pious Life. | 


rel might" fo that” fue #&Wath 
Sith"God as. oe Reer has newly had 

Er a Eo ” Of ſhould"End 2» 
Ext entry 

i them nor. And there” "not ; 
it. For his Natural 4 Diffemper 

| = wh is ys rary to Pak - 

4.20 umility ha a greater ſhare 

*" 6 the Raiſer ind Tap which he 
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» | 


* W mach-as to tell any of his own Experiences, ' - 


no;; nor; his fclinations, unleſs to one or 


two Divines, who. kindly refreſhed him 


with their daily 'Viſtts ; and with them too 
he' would uphold his. Diſcourſe only in, 
Latin, ifany one elſe were by. 

; (Never did I ſee more Caution againſt 


; 3 Hypocrsſie,, than what: was in him ; and a 
T - certain Self -abborrence accompanying of it, 


cauſed-to proceed from him no Expreſli- _ | 
ons, but thoſe of. an \Abaſed Soul. When, -- 


- his Brother having recited the Terms of 


the.:Gofpe/ to him, with a deſign to obtain 
from-him a Renewal of his Explicit Con« 
ſent "thereunto, asked him, Whether he did 
not judge himſelf Sincere in that Conſent ? He 
only replied,/ ſhould think ſo,jf it were nor for 
the Seventeenth of Jeremiah, and the Ninth, 

. "He: was Dejeted, yer not 'Deſpairing 3 


and he diſcovered a wonderfully Gracions, 
+whenhe had not a Foyful Frame. © He was 


F All made up of Longings and -Breathings 


after all-the fulneſs of God, when. he could 
not or would not pretend unto any Confi- 
dence of his Acceprance with the Lord. 
4n-the. time of his Healrh, he had not 
been: without the comfortable Perſwaſtons 


F © for:-which he follow?d hard after. God. In 
F one-place, I: find him ſaying (on Touch a 
W-.--> F: 


3 day) 


_ The Life and Death 


F had Fears kft 7 tit utes be ie 
as but yet I was ſave 1 deſired ro keep 
ommaidments. Another time ſo ; For 
Th ers of an How, Ipleaded carneſtly 
urarnce of the Love of God units me, and 
T, ſaid, As many as wok the Chriſt Jeſus, 
ro them he gave power to become the Sons 
of God ; And I did rective Jeſus Chriſt, as 
the Free Gift of God ; "and received bm to 
"ſave me On 1s 008 Term : I choſe him to be 
4 4. , and , and King i Now I 
bee of bim that _ would — oft bis Ac- 
. Eeprance % me, and ive. me the nia 4 
5nd [had then, } hope, ſome 7 
But when Sickneſs came, he was Jon " 
own a clear Tile to the Reſt of God: Yet 
before he died, he ſuffered ſome ſaber” In- 
tinzarions of his hopes to fall from him: 
Therewas a good Man in this Land; whoſe 
laſt words yer wert, /: had been good for 
me that I bad never been born, "The words 
of this humble Seif-loathing Young-Man, Þ| 
. |, were of another ſtrain. 1n the laſt Night, Þ 
that we had him with-as, he would have |} 
his Watcher to read, The ws. of Simeon, 
onto him, Now lerieft :thou thy' Servant de- 
| my Peace: And in-the ing- after, 
ſaid, 7 have now been wich Jeſus Chriff t | 
which, from ſqch 8 Jictle Speaker as; = i] 


Mr, Natharael Mather. 5y 


TJ - we could not have his Explication of. 
| In one of his laſt Minutes, a- faithful 
F- Miniſter ſaid unto him, Find you zor Com 
| fort in the Lord Feſw Chriſt 7 To which he 
- made only this diſcreet and humble Anfmer, 
I Endeavour to da theſe things which will :ſnc 
in Comfort ;, and then. he quickly ſurren- 
4 dred up his Redeemied and, Renewed Soul 
'F unto-bim who had loved him, and waſhed 


big ſons in his own blood. 

ns he weat away to the heavenly $o- 
' ciety, where he is beholding the Face of 
God in Righerowſneſs, and ſolacing himſelf 
in the Company not only. of his bleſſed 
Grandfathers, and Uncles, and all the Spi- 
T ritz of the Faſt ; but of the amiable Jeſs: 
- himſelf, which is by far the beſt of af. His 
Tears are all dried up, his Fear: vaniſhed 
"wy pau erence w gu anſwered 

In fall o s 
[| av Brother havin x oye ar of 
F him, gow ſatisfies himſelf inthe Duty 
'Þ $a rg bes Man ; and woul 
I weiting for his own Change, until, 
* Thy Free Grace, O my God, Par ve wnto 


| the oo miſerable Staner in the World, an 
mo Emanuel's Land. | 
' wa Cotton Mather. 


1688. 
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8 


niſl Oh, 
0 The Hoſt once of an heavenly Gueſt 
—_—_ gem—rt jg 
True: God 5 rae 
: i how term we, from his Birth, 
ap in Heaven whult on Earth ? | 
His Head had Learnings Magazine, 
His Heart the Altar, hr, wha Divine 


y 
Ma, Grace at lpm 
Angels, you Know and Think bis .* 
Thus Time, Youth” 1Glaſe, Turn'd ere the, FT 
kg ag en 1 WR 
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Ia the Dayes of Youth : 
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At Boſton tn New-Eng land. 


" By Corn Mather, Paſtor-of a Church there: 


F9; {x Kivg, 18. 12. —— F thy Servant fear the * Lord 
1} »y Toth, 

SIT 34. 3. — While he was 26 panes Ges 
| ro (eck ofer th God "od of Devil bis Faber, 


LONDON, 


£ ms by Z. Aftwoeed for Y- Dunton, at the Black 
& (| Raven in che Poultrey, over againſt the Comptey. 168g. 


_— _— 


_—_— 
— 


1 4 4 -—"* I Fas EY g-—_ , 
: "Y ® " by } = . * # 
$f * + = : ww 


THE 


WALK 
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GEN. V. 24: 


RT Tg 170 
And Enoch walked with God. 


_ in -> words the Pifure 
a great a Man, which 
= indeed, like a ek Pine 
y yea; more than ſo un- 
to us pon, ye is it a common bi for 
this alſo; that the Wakas well as the ney 
wi 0 


- + an effett upon-us-all. . 


- bapece contains -A tree age nt x 
Amediluvian Patrigrths, in whom: | 
"@barch of ” God; and 'the Line 'of Chril 


was.continued hore” Ta 


ancient H 
' - Tradhtions of xpped thay" 
' of one Fanns, -a Man, (2 ani and } . 


not what, with two Faces AV fy” 
cage } ad e Prof] W: 4 
before hi g adrje; re qe 6 Vaal qi 
in this Priviledge ,. the Aﬀairs of the 
World aS"well/@s of the New as) arrive 

tice; in this Chapter 1 ; 
y wethave of ren Mew 
that lived before the Flood. Indeed - aboutÞ 
the moſt of them, there is litrle*reco d-F 1 
ed be their Age and-their -End, Wes D 
clefaftical Hiſtory relates, : that a'F 
of - Quality - accidentally. : 
wag *- p74 e, where the Mini 

h.. Chapter of »Gonlſis,..: 

_ recurring fo often in it," And be 
ed 2 And be Dyed: they ſtr 
Sgutk-/in-the Heart hia, - 
him/tbat was a. wort#ito; he [ 
ſerious Man :. God'grant. that. anvr 
. "inthe Ghapter.may have this day ap goal 
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To 


i ofthe Werke in chis Roll (Encch 


the Ghardtend 
nfaid of him, on ley 
rn "trons he ſeems-therein 10. le 
; av-an Inſtance of.: i Secondly, We 
Nauſea of Exvel'; 'tis faid, He 
7” nga God took bim : AT ranſlation -iS 
tended by-that Phraſe; as-it is by-the 
5 elfewhere- explained. It . ſcents 
Wis" Hotable Preacher. of Truth; and 
ſi for:God, at laſt withdrew. from 
tof Men: They asked, they won- 
an —_— ID and ores 
4 bably | they: tin” all corners for hung 
=" the ey anderiod that the-Augels of God 
| & him away: Not only the 
kehie- body 'tog of this excellent 
Sr been among: the Angne.in 
: 1] tome hunde | 09%; Oo | 
* "wi x iis oor time to Obie, 
T [78 ; BA oe , Þ x (oy .DoGQ.. 
tk mith God 4; the Yobg ler Comnenda 
ec 
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: Here'and 
met withal; whoſe roeticdge it lies 7 
with God. It is tobe caquired; Whe if » 
ir to walk with God? What is thatrare, my. 
laboriogs thing ? © in ſhart,; 


A Walk is a progreſlive 
_—_— op fey aps 

e 0 many rake) 
many deds, A Man'is with 
ſees God, and owns'God :" 
do's a Man Wat wieb Gods, 
in-multiply'd As of Reſpeer2 ye 
unto the. Lord: > pt 1 
1 "Pet. 1. 15- ed hea 
Converſation ; it may RR wok 
ly in every turn; Mkdecre al: 
every day, now-t9-one. els | 
another: Well, view we ne war ph 


4 


Holy and H 


A 

1 Ado then we Walkwith Tod: A 

wh God isin ſhort;that , that ſo- 

ord of God 

[7 fert us.0nto. It was the of the 

lmif NN uf 11. 1 will walk jn mine 

Pſal. $6.11. 1 will walk 

+ and mn Pſal. 116, 9g. I will 

- before. be Lord : All this is ro Walk with 

Lk We read in 2Cor. 5.7. of a Walk 

y Farby and in Rom.'8, 1, of a Wakk «f- 

ur the Sporie; and in Gal. 6. 16. of a Walk 

— 4b Rule ; footer hang God. 
| things are compriz in it. 

| Bi f, n/a Watk, with God there is an 


Fa 
| forming of W: 
hot id be ofich be Pile 3 
| [reve & of ' his Natxral and Inftreated” 
#7 Worſhip. © There are certain 2foun aizs of 
y| Devotion, of which we ſhould ſay as Pe- 
be Þ 4 - the Mount, It is good to be here! and 
4m be ever. now and then Conver-, 
with the Almighty there; this 'ris.to' 
wich Him'! There is the Duty of Pray- 
nv w to God, onr Lives are to be filled with 
Pp: We ſhould KG I fo fay) Watk, up- 
a jour Knees, - *tk much - with -God 
Wak oy with him. ' The Waker 
tþ God. may fay with Paul in 2 Tim. 1. 3. 
r God, "and withour ceaſins I have my 


prayers 


k 
, 


« |, er,ith God will upon.every. oc 


ay 5 7 | | 
TH park it. To Sir ' before God is 


l ro. 8 So: 
. to Walk. with tim. We ſhould. often Gel - 


ah 


up to.cbe. Hol EN: or. Tea 


a Walk. in his bleſſed Company 


the Palmiſt in /al. 85.58: 1 willh 
FA God the Lord will ſpeak. Ren, | 


the Duty of Thinking on God, thatis: 
; him. . We 60.00%. 2 


gil ile: together have God out 


"Gor _ 'ke.will not be ous ook 
Mea, The? Walker with. God, wy fay 8} 
{in Pſal. 139«.17, 18. Hon: ' precious ae | 


bt aruco rae, O God ! when 4 
Lamy with thee, In a word,.all the 


| of God, wherein he \ 
= us 2 Fellowſhip with. Himſelf, our 
Walk it ſhoold be, that is, our: Cowr/e and 


, 


on - ng to be thereia waiting ypon =| 


md, I In a Wakk with God there'is 4 
.of Grace on God. 4 
pas, God ina ſenſe.of. God al 
__ upon the. Soul. e ſhould be able, 
y as he in P/al.,16. 8 1 have ſet the: 
Lord ney e me ; ſo ſhall we Walkyith 
the L 


- are to Walkalways page 


wes. HE 
. 


Dt 
. 
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; Awe, and under the Eye of the great - 
God. As now, the Walker with God will 


bs 
$5 


[ Woays be be ſenſible of God as his /aft End. 
5 4-1: was becauſe Aſaph did Walk with God, 


4 | 


. n 


"= 


"3 


y 
& 


= that he ſaid in Pal. 73. 25. Whom have 1 
but God? The Walker will —_ be ſenſi- 
ble of God as his beft good: It was becauſe 
Cong did Walk with God, that he ſaid 
In Lamm. 3. 24. The Lord is my portion, ſaith 
Soul, I will hope in him. TheWalker with 
25 will always be ſenſible of God, as 
| his only Helper. When a Man walks with 


ur} God, he is perpetually ſaying as the Pſal- 
s} miſt in Pſal. 121.2. My help cometh from 
' the Lord, which made Heaven and Earth : 


ar 
nd 
a 
A. 
il 
le 
he 
th 
er 
be} 


tors he Acknowledge God in all his way?. 
q 


His Ejaculations therefore particularly are 


4 Jonomerable: And the- Walker with God 


cannot but” be ſenſible of God as his omm- 
feient and omnipreſent Judge. It will be an 


Z —___ ion always running in the Soul 
fa 


cha Man, which we have in P/al. 139. 
9. Whither (ball I flee from the preſence of 


| the Lord? In a Walk with God a "Man has 
| evermore his Heart within him, admiring 


and adoring the God of Heaven on ſuch ac- 


- counts as theſe : Theſe Norione of God,theſe 
: * wx of Gad accompany ſuch a Man every 


and influence all his Wak: Thus 
'Tis 


"Tis ſaid in Prov. 23. 

fear of the- Lord all the day long ;, evett fo 
maintain thou a ſenſe of the Lord all the Yay 
long : This 'tis to Walk, with Him, 


Prop. II. 


They are both Holyand Happy Men that 
thus Wakk with God : This is the Preroga- 
tive of them that have God with them in 
all their Walk. | , 4 

1. The IValker with God is a yery Holy 
Man : What is true Holineſs ? Mah: iu- 
ſtakes have there been about that glori- 
ous thing: A Man may be Orthodox in 
bis Perſwaſions, and yet not. be Holy: A 
Man may be very Auftere andS?vere in his 
Praftices, and yet not be Holy : You 
ſay of a Man, That the bas 4 Righteonſugyi 
equal to that of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
yet the Man may be a ſtranger to true 
Holineſs after all. O but when-once. it can 
be ſaid of a Man, He walks with God, then, 
then Holineſs is to be ſeen upon him. 

To Walk with God, is to Walk like God, 
Now the more like to -God any Man is or 
does, the more Holineſs there is 'in ſuch 2 
Man. *'Tis the Attribute of Gag, in Exod. 


15-11. OLord, Thou art glorios ny 
neſs: 


17. Be thou iu th Þ 


Le ended 


Cs ——— 
- 
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" aeſ6+ and in#/eb. 1.13. Thon canft not look 
ou Iniqutty.” The Nature of Holineſs 
hesin a Deacation unto God : A thing De- 
dcated unto God, by the Diſpoſal of another, 
has a Relarive Holineſs belonging thereun- 
to. A Man Dedicated unto God by hisown 
hearty Reſignation and Conſecration of 
himſelf unto the Lord, ſach an one hath 
in him a real Holineſs. Well, the Walksr 
with God is an Enoch : Enoch is in Engliſh 
=-muchas to ſay, A Dedicated Man: The 
Man that is wich God, is alſo for God, and 
him alone: This is Holineſs in the Exal- 
tation of it. The Holy Dr. Uſber being de- 
fred to write about Santtification , with 
Tears lamenting the defect of it in laimaſelf, 
this Deſcription of it, —# i for 4 


e 
anro be in the offering up of bus Soul continu- 


y in the flames of Love, as a whole burnt- 
ng -t0 Ged in Jeſus Chrift : Now in a 
Wak with God, a Man is every day do- 
| ing ſo. In fine, When Afoſes had been 
| wth God in the Mount, we read in Exod. 
34- 35+ It made his Face to ſhine. A Man 
| whoſe whole Walk is with God, muſt needs 
derive much Grace from God, a ſhine, a 
glory, a luſtre of Holineſs will be teen ap- 
| onſuch a Man. 

' 2. Phe Walker. with: God is alſo a very 
F n =" 2 & Happy 


LL & ® EE in RE Eo 


wh IE. Ez 


10 . The Wilkof bb: 
Happy Man : The Pfalmiſt hath well de | 
termined where Happineſs is to be found, 
in Pſal. 73; 28. It is good for me to draw near 
:0 God: By the ſame Reaſon we may eve. {* 
__ ſay, It is good far me to wich 
G 


Happineſs properly lies in the Conjunthi- 
on of Fla with fuck a good as the Ap 
- petites and. Faculties of thar thing are ſuit- 
;£d-udto. Well, Walking with God can- 
not be without an having of God : God 
and Man'do mutually poſſef cach other in 
.this bleſſed thing. Now the Soul is in con- 
junfion with ſuch a good as anſwers all the 
boundleſs Cravings of it.. The Soul of Man 
hath '\placed in it by the Hand of God, a 
reſtleſs raging;.defire after an Irfinire and 
an Eternal good: Until it find this, it pines, 
it-frets, it-is all on a light fire, like the 
Hart panting after the water-brooks : When 
it has got this, it is then at eaſe, and with] 
a wonderful delight it cries out, This « dl 
pre eres and all my Deſire. Behold then 
the Happinef of a Wak with God; it hath. 
no leſs than that vaſt thing Satisfattor in 
it, All. Men are'ſeeking after ſatisfa1o 
every day ; © but who finds this Pearl of 
great price? Where is it? The voluptuous} 
Epicure, be thinks with Belſhazzar, .Þ 

Se: ro 


F tobe fond 
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in Cups and ſenſual Reliſhes : The 
Covetous Muckporm he thinks with Achar 


'2 Wedpes will rive into the bowels of it : 


he Ambitious Hefor he thinks with Ha- 
man, An bigh Chair of ſtate will help a man to 
reach wnto is : And the contemplative Scho- 
lar he imagines That it s folded up in the 
leaves of his Books, which he knows no end of 
looking into: Theſe are all deceived: In 
the mean time the Walker with God ſays, 
Thave found it. Enoch has it. For, 
Firft, A Walk with God brings a Man to 
the enjoyment of an Infirizce good. The 
n has God with him now,' and ove God 
1s enough to {apply all our Harrs, to re- 
lieve all qur Woes : It is ſaid in Phil. 4. 19. 
God ſhall ſupply all your Need. When an 
Immortal Soul has try'd all the Objetts in 
the World, it yet gapeth- and gaſpeth af- 
ter/ more, it ſtill cries, Give, Gove, after 
all : But there is enough in ove God, enough 
to feed and fill that Soul, whoſe Deſire 5s 
ed like Heaven it ſelf. There 1s In- 
finite Trath in God, there is Infinite Good 
in God; he is the God of all Conſolation. 
The Fews have a Fable of their Mama, 
that whatever a Man had a mind to eaſt, 
the Manna ſtill had the raft of that thing : 


"This js to be affirmed of our God ;. there 


F 3 - is 


J ra —__ . 
A 
» 


OS Pan 


is-in God all that we can ack. or think, yea, 
and infinitely more, He that walks with 
God, walks with him that ſaith as in Ges, 
17. 1. [am the Alſafficient God, walk, before 
Me. « 

Secondly, A Walk with God brings a Man 
tothe Enjoyment of an Eternal good. The 
Man has now the Portion of the Righteous ; 
And what an one is that? We are told in 
Pſal. 37. 18. Their Inheritance ſhall be for 
ever, A virtuous young Man among the 
Primitive Chriſtians, when there was Mu- 
ſcok/and Feaſting in bis Fathers Houſe, re- 
tired from it,” with ſuch Thoughts as theſe, 
Here are delicate things, but they are ſhort- 
lived things, they will be: at an end anon; 1 
will t e £0 to my God, who js the pood 
pert can mever be taken away. Truly what- 
ever Creatures we ſhould content our jelves 
in the Preſcnce of, all thoſe Creatures'are 
like the door in the Increzfe ; they ſhine 
for 'a few Hours —_ but they? g6 
down and all is dark before the Morning. 


The Sow! of Man is an Eternal thing; it 
ſhall ſtand like a Rock in the Sea of Frerni- 
oY; The things of this World ſhall periſh, 

ut thou, O Soul, ſhalt endure; they ſhall 
wax old like a Garment, but thy years have 
po.end, O thou never-dying Soul. 


A Soul 
muſt 


" _ Y gr TO, C_evuy 


| 


| 
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muſt have a more enduring ſubſtanct* than 


any thing here below, for the refreſhment 
of it, otherwiſe it is moſt wretchedly pro- 


"vided for; it will ſtarve, and languiſh, 


and periſh for evermore. Now he that 


' Walks with God meets with that ; all other 
- things that we Wak, withal , will cake ® 


their /eave of us:. Bur God, our God hath 
faid, asin Heb. 13. yg. 1 will never leave thee 
nor forſake thee. | 

So Happy is the Man that Walks with 
God. The excellent Miniſter of Nola, 
when the Barbarians plundered. him of all 
he had in the World, he lifted up his 
Eyes to Heaven, and ſaid, Domine, ne ex- 
crucier ob Aurum & Argentum , tu es mi- 
bs. omnia;, Lord, I have Alt in Thee, fo 
that I am ſtill Happy enough , though I 
have no Gold and Silver left unto me : This 
u the Bleſſedneſs of the Man that walketh with 
the Lord; his God and his Happineſs is 
with him, though the World be laid all 
in Aſhes before his Eyes. 


VSE I. 


A Great Rebuks hence falls npon un- 
godly Men: The Apoſtle could ſay, in 
Ploth. g. 18. Many walk,, of whom 1 tell you 

| F 4 weep- 


gy - ' "The Walk of 
weeping, Truly our Hearts are Flmts, that: 
we. do not with Tears from our Eyes T6 
fle&t on the Walk of the moſt of Ment: 
Do they Walk, with God? No: They have' 
a Walk, moſt oppolice thereunto, Their 
Walk, is that in Eph. 2.2. They Wakk ac- 
Þ cording to the courſe of this World, accord. 
ing to the Prince of the Power of the Air: 
Their Walk, is that in 2 Theſ. 3. 11. They 
.,” walk diſorderly. Alas! How common is it for 
mento leave the Bleſſed God,and Wakk with 
the World, yea with the Devil too inſtead 
of him? We read of ſome in Dan. 4. 37. 
that YValk, in Pride. Weread of ſome in 
Fer, 23- 14+ that Wakk in Lies, We 
read of ſome in 1 Per. 4. 3. that walk. in 
Laſciviouſneſs: Do theſe IWalk, with God? 
'Tis declared of ſome, in Fer. 13. 16. | 
that they walk. in the Imaginations of their 
own Hearts. Are there not many of thoſe | 
Walkers now before the Lord ; Conſa- 
ence, do thine Office : Go ang find out 
the Perſon that ſeldom Prays in bis Far 
mily, and more ſeldom 1n his Cloſer : Find 
out the Perſon that has not God in all bis | 
' Thoughts: Find out the Perſon that can 
indulge bimſelf in thoſe abaminable' things 
which the Soul of the Lord\hates: O tell | 
that Man, that he doth not Walkwith as | 


_— Ow _ _Aa_.. AA RR. 
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and ſet before him the diſmal Conſequences 
of this ungodly Walk. Conſider, O Man, 
the danger of all the wild, lewd Cour. 
ſes, that vain Perſons do Wak and Rur 
into, 


Firſt, There is a Cxyſe which thou doſt 
Walk under. Hear the loud Voice of 
God, in Lev. 26. 23, 24. If you will not 
be Reformed, but will walk, contrary to me, 
then will 1 alſo walk, contrary to you. All 
the Imipety, all the Unrighteouſneſs of 
thy Watk is contrary to God. The Curſe 
w4 God therefore inflilts a Damage and 
a Miſchief upon thee, in,all his Diſpen- 
fations, that horrible Curſe accompanies 
thee like thy Garment, like thy very Sha- 
dow in all thy ways. 

Moreover, Secondly, There is an Hell, 
which thou doſt Wakkunto. Methinks that 
Speech of God is all Thunder, in Ecel. 
It. 9. O Young man, walk in the wayes of - 
thine Heart, but know thou, that fo all 
theſe phings, God mill bring thee into Tudg- 
ment." his, even this 1s the warning of 
the maſt High God ,- unto every Unre- 
claimed 'Sinner; Well, if that be thy 
Walk. rake 'it; but krow thow,, that the þ 
End of ſuch a Walk is Death, and __— 

| an 


and - Rwuine for Evermore. Know thos, 
that.the Wrath , the Fiery Wrath of 6G 
- EOme's the Children of diſobedience for 
ſuch a Wak as thine. | 4 
Now, Conſider of this , all you that for- 
get God, The Pſalmiſt could ſay, as in 
Bſal. 119. 59g. I thought on my; ways and 
turned, Ah! Lord, That wandring Sonls 
may thns ehink, and Tarn! Poor; Soul! 
Thou art out of the way! O Stop! © 
Turn ! come back from that hideous 
IWalk,, which leads down to the Congre- 
ation of the Dead ! Come back into the 

alk, that thro the Narrow way leads to 
Life world without end. Hark! Thy 
Coe calls after thee : Return, Return, O 
Soul. 


UVSE Il 


And a good Advice is hence therefore 
given to every Man. 

O Walk, with God! What? would not 
we gladly be as Enoch was? 'Tis ſaid of 
him by Moſes, He walked with God. hen 
Paul comes to Paraphraſe upon it, he fo 
exprelles it, in Heb. 11. 5. He pleaſed 
God: O *tis pleaſing to God, . when he 
* Fees Men Walking with him. -:The Lord 

hath ſhewrd thee, 5 Man! the thing that us 

| good ; 


wn 
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z and what is it? It is, Watk hambly 
x veep *Tis noted of Enoch, That 
took bin: Men in their laft Will: nſually 
bequeath their Souls to God : But many a 


'} Man may do well to examine, H:/! he rake 


Lit? will be take it ? Except we are Walking 
with God while we Live, we ſhall nor 


+ be raken by God when we Die. ?Tis on- 


ly the Walker with God, who can expire 
with that Confidence, in Pſal. 49. 15. 
| te will receive me. Let us Walk with 
God, and at our D:/ſolution, we ſhall be 
Taken - by him up to the matchleſs and 
| endleſs Glorics that are above; He will 
fend his Angels, our Grardians now, and 
; our Chempiazs then, to take us unto the 
Rivers of Pleaſures at Gods right Hand 
-evermore. Doſt thon IWalk with God? 
Bebold, that is it that thy Wak tends 
unfo. 'Soul, God and thon ſhalt never part. 
Yea, let vs Wakk with God, and we ſhall 
be taken by him, if the Deſfruion of the 
World ſhould now come upon ir. Therc 
will a Day come, when twift Lighrnings 
and hot Thunderbolts will conſume this 
bwer World: God knows when this 
direfal horrid Conflagration ſhall begin, 
But whenever it is, all that Walk with 
God ſhall becavght up to meet the _ - 
e 


->k 7/4 of 


wHl = F 
| reach 0 


Day : They. that are like Ezoc 


even like Enoch with a NV efletes = 


the Terrors of it.  O let us Walk as 
People that believed theſe awful things, 


RULE L 


Let us Tread in the Sreps of the Lord 
Jcfas Chriſt, and we ſhall then walk, with 
God: Part of his Errand into the World, 
was toſet us an Example of ſuch a Walk, 
Now we are told, in 1 John2.6. We 
ought ſo to walk,, even as he. walked. Q 
look upon: the walk, of him that kept 
cloſe to God, without one wry Step, one 
wrong Step, for above thirty Years toge- 
ther in the World. What a fort of a 
Walk, was His ? We read io A. 10. 38, 
He went about doing good. He walked ig 
all manner of Piery and Chariry ; He Wak. 
ed in a perpetual endeavour to. pleaſe and 
ſerve His Father : Sic oculus, fic ule manus, 
ſic ora ferehat;, That was his Walk; and 
it is ſaid, in 1 Pet. 1,21. He has left w 
an Example, that we ſhould follow his Steps, 
Of late Years among the a” 


ou into. the Clouds fron). 
the Salphureous Flames 
Enoch toretold the To of __ Fi hls 
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65; even among the Barbarous Txrks them- 

| ſelves, there are ſprung up a vaſt Sect 

of Men, who are called, The good Followers 
i064 of the Meſſiah. Theſe hold that Chriſt is 
mw * God, and that he is the Redcemer of the World ; 
F 2nd they are of ſuch Repurte, that it is an 
" Applauſe among them, os are the Follower of 
Þ. the Meſſiah. What ſhall be ſaid of us then, 
if we are not the Followers of our Bleſſed Je- 
& | ſos? Verily, the Men of Arabia and Arnaro- 
ith | he will condemn vs in the Judgment of tht 
d, | Lord. 


Ve RULE Il. 


pt Let us Walk with Good men, aad we 
ne | do it with God himſelf. It our Cunſci- 
e& | ence be not feartally ſtapified, ir will tell 
af us, What for: of men have moſt of God 
8, | amon? then. We are nith God, when 
ig} we Walk with ſuch as Walk, after the Lord. 
| Let us Wak with good Men,.jp their 
d 4 Praxciples ; It was wile Counſel, in Prov. 
i, | 212+ 20. To deliver thee from the man- that 
d | Jpeaks froward thinzs, walk in the nay of 
w | good my. There may happen a Contro- 
; | verlie in ſome Ariicie of Re'igion, which 
; | . perhaps chou haſt neither Time nor Skill 
$0: ſettle thy own Mind: about. Obſerve 
\ FN now, 


"wn. - hwy © 
ſents, meme People eu ele 
erious cople go: £ oral 
Lga$ is oo likely to be t 
a of God : Doſt thou ſee which 3 
the looſe, wide , carnal ſort of Men wot} 


Thea, Come not into their ſecret, O "7 
Soul. 


Let us Walk with good Men in their pra | 


ices too: Look upon their Morrification, 
upon their Devorion,upon their Zealand be 
able to ſay, as in 2 Cor. 12. 18. Walked 
not we in the ſame Spirit * Walked nor we 
in the ſame Steps? There has been a fa- 


mous Tribe of Scholars in''the World, ; 


known by the Name of Walkers : 'Tis the 
Name that all Chriſtians may lay claim 
unto ; they are IWalkers. O be of their 


Society ; ſay truly, 1 am a Companion of 


them that fear God. 


RULE II. 


Let us Eat well, that we may Wah 
well. *Tis written of Elijah, in 1 Kings 
ig. 8. He did cat and drink,, and went in 
the ftrength of that meat [eighty Miles] 
wato the Mount of God. Would you en- 
gage in a Walk with God? Let me then 
ay as the Angel to the Prophet, a 


= Holy and Happy Men. *f 
md Eat, for the walk, is 100. great for thee, 
k twofold exting are we to be norg'd un- 
to: Let us by a ,Contemplaiive Eating 
Fchew upon the Word of God. Never 

d any Men Walk with God, like them 
Tthat can ſay, Meditation is ſweer unto me. 
Th ſaid of Iſaac, He walkgd in the Fields 
$1. Meqitate: And indeed, He walked with 
F6od, when he was alone at that Imploy- 
ment. 

We ſhould after a Sermoz, retire to 
Kuminate thereupon. We ſhould in an 
© | Evening refleft upon God's Mercy to ns, 
Fad our Carriaze to him in the day fore- 
' going We ſhould often ſingle out ſome 

ext . or ſome Truth to Exerciſe our 


bo Wars, 6 Co 


by 
e 
| Thoughts upon: This will ſtrengthen 
| | us for our Walk. 
f Again, ' Let us by a Saxcramental Eating 
Feed upon the Bread of God. Ir is dreadful 
toſce what multitudes do turn their backs 
n the Table of the Lord. Alas! that ever 
en ſhould break the Laws of God, yea and 
{I the /ows of God, as they do by this Omiſ- 
fon. Art not thou Baptized, and now Old 
' Fenough to be Confirmed? Then 2s often 
'3 thou withdraweſt from the Supper of 
the Lord , he ſers that mark upon thee, 
There goes a Covepant-breaker our of Doors! 
| An- 


"BS - "The Walk of 

. Anſwer to this, Haſt thos 4 ſincere deſire to 
Walk. with God, or no? If thou haſt not, 
how dareſt thou ſleep in that horrible F 
Perilous Unregeneracy? If thou haſt, then Þ 
come hither : Come Jamenting all thy Þ: 
Infirmities : Let thy weakneſs guicken thee; Þ 
and not hinder. O come for thy Food; F 
ſo. thou ſhalt Walk and, noe faint ;,, yea, 
Run and not be weary. 


RULE IV. 


Let us. be with God, that we may 
Walk with Him. Be alwayes on God's 
fide againſt Sims fide: All other ſiding 
may be culpable, but this is Neceſſary, | 
this 15 Prasſe-worthy : Indeed Sin, thar 
calls like Fehs, in 2. King. 9g. 32. Who « 
on my fide? who? This 1s the outcry of | 
Superſtition and Profanity ; Who $; on my 
fide ? who? But let me oppoſe that of 
ws 4 bereunto, in Exod. 32. 26. Who « 
on the Lords fide? Even ſo, Who is on the | 
ſede of Godlineſs and Honeſty? Who is } 
on \ the /ide of Holineſs and Sobriety? F 
Who. will bear a Teſtimony to all the þ 
Truths, and all the Wayes of the Lord? 
Let us all be on that ſ6de, and Walk ac- 
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Let us remember [that we are Walking, 


and it will be with God. 


Keep up-the frame, of Morals, and the 
frame 6f Serangers in the orld. O Re- 
member 'as Foſhua, in Foſh. 23. 14. 7 am 

ing the way of all the Earth : Remember 


F thou art a Traveler, The Pſalmilt ſays; 
4 in Pſal. 39. 12. 1am a Sojourner with God. 
The way to be with God, is to remem- 


der, 1 am a Sojourner : O Remember this, 


# 1 am walking on the Borders of Eternity, 


I am walking apace towards. an et 
home. This will == our Walk more ami- 


| able than that of the chree rbings which go 


zel, or than that of the fow ebings which 


re comely in mY going. 


. 
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Ani he was not, for God took him. 


He Wakk of Holy and Happy Men, has, 
been the Subjeft of our Diſcourſe, .Þ, 
Behold the End of that Walk, now offecrifig, 
it. felf unto conſideration with us. The; 
Pſalmiſt hath ſaid unto us, in Pſa. 37. 37. bk 
Mark the perfett, and behold rhe wprighs, for Þ, 
the end of that man is In the bleſſed ;Hhr 
Emech we may ſee ſoch an End of ſuch a;Js 
Mar. Two little Clauſes comprize the 
Account which Adoſes has given of it ; andy | 
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"5 
Efpace Great- Saint 
there jovle 5s x 4 " 


4 "Firſt, It is ſaid, He wes mer. This points 
c at that Eftate yoo hy > paſſed from, You 
| | ye canceive what be war, in Eno; © <4 
Condition anq| Empl po _ 
now he mas ng - that 
1 that Preacher any more. 


| Secondly, It is ſaid, God rook him, This 
ous at that Eſtate which. he paſſed into, 
took bim-to Himſelf, God rock bim unto 
all that. Light, and Life, and Heavenz 
xhich- the Angels themſelves had before 
the Aſcenſion of the Lord Jeſps Chriſt. 
Al! that. we have: hitherto been told, 
. | ſeems to beno morethen what befallsevery 
ly Man. But no leſs an Interpreter 
an the Spirit of God himſelf, by the 
pſtle Paxl, has illuſtrated this Text 
thamore ſur prizing laterpretation of it. 
© IConfult Heb. 1 1. 5- and. we haveThis Pars- 
+ Iptbraſe hereupon: Here it is ſaid, He was 
T1 Femnchs tis faidy He war not Found, - 
dif tems that this Famous Prophet ſuddenly 
p - #red from the view of the World : 
I! Mankind with Wonder: ſought, and 


Wits and lanka, afrer;” Enoghy a9- they 
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did after*Eb & ax encther tine} bac al | 
could —_ Why.? What vyas | F 
become of bim ? Here "is ſaid, God'took, F 7 
kim : There 'tis ſaid, God had tranſlated, | F 
him, that be ;bould not D Death. This was |þ 
a very marvellous Providence !' He had F; 
born a zealous Wirneſs for the mo Ii 
and the Truths, and the ways of God 
againſt a wicked World. God vvould q 
make them ſee that he own'd the Telti- |, 
mony, and the Converſation of this vvor. FT 
thy Man. Hence, though i Abel was mur, | 
dered for his Piety, Enoch ſhall be rran- h 
ſlated for his: He was immediately ferched, }, 
and changed into the Circuntdncer of the } } 
Glorifi Thus he became, as Terrnllias | 7 
n 
4 
d 
4 


ſays of him, A Candidate of Eternity. 
The Dottrine which we are hap allow- i 
ed an Application of, is, | 


DOCT.. i P 

To be taken by God from a Mortal Eftae (4 

on Earth, to a Glorious Eſtate u y 
Heaven, is the Priveledze of them | 

that Walk with him. f 


PROP. 1, o 
They that Walk with God, tall be 


of 1 jas's Walk. 27 
& by God from their Mortal Eftate on 
| The Scholars of the Colledge at 
ſaid once unto Elijah, in 2 King. 
"2-3. Knoweſfl thou that the Lord will takg aw 
ee teheody Aud be ſaid, 
I know it. In like manner it may be 
1 ſaid unto the Body of the Chriſtian ; Know- 
thou that the Lord will taks away thy Maſter, 
- 56 jw from thy Head, into another ſtate 
? Every Believer may reply, Tes, 
44 I bros that it will be ſo. Our Efate in this 
4 | World, is an Eſtate of Tryal 3. God is 
here Trying, and Framing, and Shepin of 
1 ns, an order to everl ing H f, or 
* And it is an Eſtate of Troxble too : 
w "Fall from God, is the occaſion of the 
;{ many Diſrreſſes that belong unto it; This 
W* | Mortal Eftate of ours, the Lord will one 
day take us from. One day, but on what 
dry hall this Deliverance be ? Truly at our 
, at the Day of our Death, at the 
te 1 it we are moſt ready to tremble at : 
*l vr + that Day the Lord will deliver us from 
i hand of all our enemies, and from the hand 
"Fuſe, Go will :aks the Believer from 
be ſrace __ a Sinner here. The dolorous 
; : Ang of the beſt Men alive, are like 
«ſi > of the Cay" in Rom,7.24. 0 wretched 
A G 3 man 
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on! ob? Soul deliver me from the | - 
? Soul, | will 'tell-thee | : 
: The Dearb of "this .- 
: will do the deed. The 
Jamenting Sm1qui es 
hairs of my ayer he i 
now. lamenting, Ay round: ſtink, ard any 
corrupt, becanſe of my q.40w. rh. but we 
ſhall Rats rot always be complaining ſo ; God 
will take ns from all our Corruptions ; (Gd 
will rake us from all. our Diſorders ; God 
will rakg-us from the reach of ſo much as 
one wein Thosghr for evermore, | fnay 
'fpeak after A/oſes in Deuce. 12. 8, Te foal wit 
0 after all the things that we do here this Ly 
(hind oe | are mor 45 yet come to the reſt wich 
the F;) God giveth you, When the | ; 
' Walls of this Clay te are batter'd 
dawn, all the Leprofie which now cleaves | 
unto ns, will be done away. We ſhall 
ſhortly take an eternal fatewel of every 
Luſe, and ſay, Be gone, thou vile thing, 
gone, 1 will never ſee thee more, Inde _ 
it was the curſed Womb of ſo, from |; 
vvhich Death at firſt came into the World. 'F 
The Days defiroys the Autor, und} 
er roys Mot 
by Dewþ ſhall ſis go out of the Weld 
SSAIN, . y # Veg : 
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" Seeondly, God will take the Believer from 
the fare of a Aonrner here. There are man 
"and mighty Temptations, which now cauſe 
| ts to vex,as Rebeckabdid at her Annoyances, 
bn. Gen. 27, 46. 1 am my of ay oe! Yea, 
ut vyhen thy life is expired, they ſhall 
ever weary thee any more. God will rakg 
from all. ſedvcing Temptations, and re- 
ve all Bui Comnſellors from our preſence 
dr. ever. "The fiery Darts of the Dewi 
all not reach us and wound us as hereto- 
re. We ſhall not be put upon ſaying, 
Get thee behind me, Satan; for Satan ſhall 
be far enough below ws. The time will 
'come, when we ſhall march as Conquerors 
thorough theſe Territories of the Prince of 
Power of the Air; and at the utmolt 
xrders thereof, we ſhall give ſuch a tri- 
phant Shout, Aden, foul Fiend, adicu ! 
be Son of David will never let me come into 
jy devourins Jaws again, We ſhall go 

wiſe from the Intanglements of the 
Yorld, The things of this World, we ſhall 
tarn our backs upon, as upon poor Trifles, 
| poor Nothings, and miſerable Comforters; 
Br vve ſhall fay, To the Fire I leave you all. 


ie. Men of this World, vve ſhall be no 
re flattered or terrified vvithal ; but laugh 


| 8all the Favour and all the Fary of thoſe 
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| W , and fay, as our Saviour ta |. 
Fe Jews, Whither I go, you cannot come; | 
God will take us from all «ffi#ing Tempratiom | 
too. As for our Spiries, we ſhall not weep 
gs we do now, under our Doxbrs and our 
Fears, nor any more ſay, God counteth me 
for his Enemy. As for our Bodies, we ſhall 
drop them ; and all the 4, and all the 
Pains of them, as Elyjahb did his Mantle of 
old. As for our Names, we ſhall be gone 
from the ſcourge of tht Tongue, there ſhall 
be no Shimeito curſe ns in the New-Feruſalem 
which we go unto. No Loſſes, noCroſſes will 
then affeRt us; nor Cawn's Club of Perſecuti- 
on ever lay a blow upon us any more. 


Thirdly, God will take the Believer from 
the fate of a Waiter here. It is the Voice 
of all good Men, in 2 Cor. 5.2. We groan 
carneſtly deſiring ro be cloathed upon with our 
bouſe which is from Heaven. Our laſt groan 
will put a period unto thoſe groans. God 
will take us from our Faith, and from our 
'Hope ;, it ſhall be turned into Sighr, and 
Love, and Foy, World without end. We 
ſhall, e*re long, leave looking for the Ref 
Thich remaineth for the People of God : Leave 
looking for that Ciry, whoſe Bilder and 
Maker 1: God : Leave looking the Craxn of || 
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' Nathanacl once, Ga and ſee. Yet however, 
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fe, the Croon that fadeth not away. We 
have what we have been looking for ; 

and we ſhall be key from our humble, 


| _—_ careful Expefations of it. We 


no more be panting after the Promiſe, 


. and ſaying, O when will it come unto me! All 


the ſure Mercies of the Covenant will ſay 
anto us, We are come, we are come ;, we are 
wow thine for evermore. 


PROP. Il. 


They that Walk with God, ſhall be 
taken by God unto a glorious Eftate in Heaven 
t00. 

' We ſhall be'raken by God, when we are 
taker by Death. But unto what ſhall we 
be: raken ? A New Sight will chicfly conſti- 
tute the New $:ace vyhich God will take us 
to. In ſhert, we ſhall be rater to a Fall, 


Refreſhing, 1 r ansforming fight of God in 


Chriſt, among the Righteous for ever. 1 
ſhall give but a rouch at theſe things ; we 
do but ſtammer and ſtymble vvhen we at- 
tempt a Deſcription of them. Indeed, 
I know not vvhether | had beſt offer ar 
any Deſcription of this g/orions Eſtate ;, or 
inſtead thereof, only ſay as he ſaid nnto 


this 
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this little Cloſter of Notions we may carr 
wich us to the beevenly Cownrey, from | 
tyhence they were brought unto us. * * } 


Firſt, God will take the Bclicver unto 
f ate wherein he ſhall be immediatel 
og of himſelf in Chriſt Jeſs c 
ill come into the Preſence of our Lord, 
and behold our Joſeph, our Jeſus, 5 all bis 
glory. There ſhall then be fulklled that 
part of our Lord's Interceſſion, in Fob, 17, 
24. Let them be with me, where I am, that 
they may behold my glory. God:will take v 
where we ſhall ſee the Countenance, an 
hear the Conference too of that Man, in 
vyhom dwells the fulneſs of the Godhead bo- 
ly. God will take us into the Embraces 
of him vvho has loved us, and waſbed us away 
from our fins jn his own blood, And when 
we ſee him, we ſhall ſee God in him. [1 
ſuppoſe that he is the large Golden Veſſel 
fall of God, from which the heavenly Vi- 
ſions of Gad are to be derived for ever. 
more, Our Felicity ſhall be that in Afar. 
5. 8. They ſhall ſce God. God will take us, 
vyhere we ſhall be made ſenſible of his At- 
eributes and Perfeions, in a meaſure that 
we are not ns'd unto, God will tare us; 
Tyhere we ſh3ll not ſo mach in any Creature 
2s 


o 


. Be. 
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7 


OOO OT HE OO IRESSS: NT RS. 


[ & in the Mediator, ſee him that i: Invifi 
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He. 
© Secondly, God will rake the Believer -un- 
toa Srate wherein he ſpall be wonderfal- 
ly Conformed to Himſelf and Chriſt Feſus. 
hildren of God have His Nature, 
His /mage now upon them, they ſha'l 
hereafter arrive to rhe fwne/ſs of ir, and 
be filled with all rhe fulneſs of God : The 
Plalmiſt conld fay, in P/al. 17. 15. 1 
ſhall be ſatisfied, when I awaks with the like- 
neſs of God. God wil' rake us vvhere our 
Knowledge will be enlarged like the ſands 
on' the Sea-ſhore : Where our Yertxe 
ſhall be compleated into an» Hearr after 
God's oun Heart : God will take us, vvhere 
the Sum of Righteouſneſs will repleniſh us 
with bright Beams of Zizhe and Love, 
until we be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as 
ha 


is. 

Thirdly, God will take the Believer in- 
to a Srure, wherein he ſhall enjoy the 
beft Sociery of molt Righteous Ones. We 
ſhall be able to ſpeak after the manner 
of the Apoltle, in Heb. 12. 22. / am come 
to an innumerable company of Anvels, aud to 
the general Aſſembly of the t-born. The 
Angels they are our Guardiens now : God 
ill rake us, where they ſhall be our in- 

timate 
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timate Companion;. We ſhall move and 
live among thoſe morning Stars : The Firſt- 
born, they are our . Familjars here ; we 
covet their being fo, notwithſtanding all 
the ' Folly and Error, and I! humour that 
is often in them : God will rake us, vvhere 
we ſhall aſſociate our ſelves with all that 
ever feared God, and not one breach of 
Charity, ſhall ever diſturb our Converſa- 
tion there. 

Fourthly, The State which God will 
take the Believers into the Comforts of, 
will be an Eterndl State, God will take us 
to an Houſe; but what a one? We read 
in 2 Cor. 5.1. 1t will be an eternal Houſe, 
.God will take us to a Glory: But of what 
ſort is it ? We read in 1 Pet. x. 10. It 
is an eternal glory. God will ad us to 
an Inheritance ; But how long ſhall it laſt ? 
We read in Heb. g. 15. It is an Eternal 
Inheritance. Truly” it is a Life Eternal 
which our God will take us to. We 
ſhall be in it as many Millions of Ages 
as there are Drops in the Ocean, or Atoms 
in the Univerſe ; yet Believer thou ſhalt 
ſay, My Heaven will infintely outlaſt as ma- 
ny Ages more : 


Prop 
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| Prop, III. 


There is a variery of- Diſpenſation uſed 
by God in his thus takins of them that 
Walk with him. | 

The;Lords raking of Men is, in gene- 
ral by his changing of them, it is by ma- 
king that they ſhall ror be : Not an Ar 


| whilation, but a vaſt Alteration happens to 


Believers ; when it ſhall be faid of them, 
They are not ! And then they are taken by 
the Lord: And in particular it is mana- 
ged three ſuch ways 2s theſe. 

Firſt, It is by Dyinz ;, when we Dye, 
then' we are nr. The Dying Man may 
ſay, as in Pſal. 39. 13. 1 go hence, I am 
no more, The Dead Man zs nor a Man in 
ſuch a place, he 5s not a Man of ſuch @ 
Thought, he is not ating upon ſuch Ob- 
jets as he was before. When a Man 1s 
ready to Dye, we perceive it by Chanermp, 
as we call it, of the Man ; much more, 
when 2 Man 1s dead he is a chanted Man. 
Then it is that we are tak& by the Lord: 
Thus it-is ſaid, in 7/a. 57. 1. The Rightt- 
03 bs ta%tn "away. The Spirit is then ta” 
k&: ro all the Delights and. Pleaſures that 
a ſeparate Soul Can feed upon. | 
hes Secondly, 


" Secondly, It is by. Riſe, When 
Riſe at the laſt day, thee av ne 5" | 
are not ſuch feeble vvretched things. 


we are this day. The Reſurrettion 3 
bring a marvellous Chanze on the Snb.* 
jects of it : It is the Specch of Fob, in Ch," 


14. 14- If a man dye, ſhall be live' again ? 

He ſeems to refute vyhat he did Rocks 
uſt before as the Opinion of too man 
en, and ſay now, Yes, that be ſhall fin 


And hence it is added, / will weir all the* 


Dayes of my appointed time until my Change 
> 4 What © Chanoe 1s. that ? | Hill > 
exclude or oppoſe the common ſenſe of 
it; yet would humbly ſuggeſt, vvhy may 
it not be the Chanve which the next 
Words referr unto ? Tho. ſhalt call and 
1 wil anſwer thee ; thou wilt have a deſoc 
to the work, of thine Hands, At the Reſur- 
refion it will be ſo; God will then have 
a Defere to ſee our once Carious, but novy 
Rotten Body, ſet in order again, he ſhall 
then call, Ariſe, ye. Dead, where are you? 
| Ariſe! And we ſhall ſtart ont, of the Duſt, 

as it were, anſvvering, Zord ! / come! This 
the Departed Soul is te keep waiting for. 


It ſcems more than a Afomerr, it may ' 
ſeem a dong while to the Soul till this be 
accompliſned : Then ix is alſo that we are _ 
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the Tird : with ſome reſpe@ unto 
zur Lord faid unto his Diſciples, in 
3.43. 1 will come again, and takg you unto 
197 The Body is then alſo raker, to be 
©. /ncorruprible, a Spiritual,and a Powerful In- 
fromenrt of the Saul in all the motions of it. 
"Tbirdly, There is angther Taking that 
ſome have Expericace of, and that is by 
here are ſome Perſons, in 
whom the Union between their ſpirirs ard 
their bodies never is diſſolved ; by the Mi- 
niſtry of Angels they are both in firic and 
in $ody roo made capable of a preſent cn- 
trance imo the Kingdom of God, and fo 
thoſe vvinged Meſſengers of Heaven carry 
them avvay, vvithour any more 2do. The 
ras the Prerogative of Ercch before the 
Law, ard of Elyjah urder it ; I believe this 
Fould have bcen the Caſe of all Men, if 
Adam had not ſinned vvhen he did ; and 
there are many thouſaucs of Pious People 
with vvhom it will yetbe ſo. Art the /e- 
end Coming of our Lord, there will be 
multitudes of Chriſtians in the World ; 
what vvill becogge of them, vvhen the Fire 
of God ſhall be flaming and raging as far as 
Noah's Flood did extend of old ? How ſhall 
y get out of the vyay of that horrible 
Ire that hall conſume and carry De: 
| ore 
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with the Lord : There is our raking © as 
and God knows how ſoon this may bs: 


USE I. Evborravidh. 


0 Let'it be our Care, that-vyvhen we a6 
wt, we may be rake» by the Lord ; vyhile" 
we are abſent from the Lord, this is the 
main work that we have. _ do; 3 It is che 
one thing needful. b 

Contiuler, 1. Yet a little vvhile and we. [3 
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ſhall nor be ;, we ſhall ſurely and quick} 
take our leave of the World, and ay, 
in Job 7. 8. The Eye of him that hath ſeen md R 
ſee me no more, thine Eyes are upon me,' | 
and I am not. I 
We ſhall all be raken away very certain- | fa 
ly; as he could ſay, in Fob 30. 23+ 1 wow) {it 
that thou wilt bring me to death, ” & der” v 
Houſe appointed for all To lvi , th 
you dr and all ſay, 7 v- 
of my Clay houſe: will be ont yew 're long 


krow that as ſure 43 T am here, TION 
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hence. Where is Abrahay the 
ET the Gracious, and 
Serviceable, and Solomon the Wiſe, 
r the Great? They arc 
"Where are the good Men that fill'd 
eiSeats of this Houſe when this Famous 
Irfere firſt began? They are nor. Where 
we perhaps a thouſand Millions of People 
& oe were living upon the Earth fifty years 
| ago ? They «re not. There are now alive 
{ | by. Computation, about Es he Millions of 
PI bb People in the World; Where will 
e | every Mothers Child of them be in one Ge- 
e | neration more ? And ſhalt thou be exemp- 
e | ted from this common Let ? Worm! Art thou 
'Þ be that ſhall eſcape? No: the All-mowing 
F the ſhall rake thee away like all other 
he It was ſaid unto him, in 'Fob 13. 4- 
the Earth be forſaken for thee ? ſhall the 
Rock, be removed ont of its place? So may it be 
ſaid unto every one of us: l[s it not ſaid, & 
7 inted unto all men once to dye? ls it not 
of Death, It is the End of all Men: And 
Jitis the War, i in which there 1s no Diſcharge ? 
[Well ; And ſhall this Rock, be removed for 
ſake? Do not imagine ſo, 
f- "Add this, we ſhall all be T ater away very 
l ily too. -Shorc-liv'd Man; be ſerious: 
0 is thy " here like ic 
_ 


be? Hear Davids Anſwer to that Queſti-: 


on, in 1 Chron. 28. 1 5. Our days on Earth 
are 4s 4 Shadow, and there is none abiding : 
Let Fames anſwer it, in 7am. 4. 14. Wha 


| pw Life ? it 3s even a Vapour, that appear- 
ya - 


a little rime,and vaniſhes away : Let: | 


Fob anſwer it, in Fob. 9. 25. My dayes are 
fwifter than a Poſt ;, they are paſſed away « 
the ſwift Ships; as an Eagle that haſtens to the 
Prey. Our Age is now contraCted into Se. 

Years, and how few reach to Seven. 
” in compariſon of them, that never ſee 


wenty of them! Beſides, a big part of |. 


our few dayes are already paſt and gone 


with many of us : How many may fadly fit } 


and ſigh and ſay this day, 7 have been here 
but a ltle while, yet I cannot now be fo long 
more, as 1 have already been ! 

Conſider, 2. If God then take ns not, 
who will ? L ha 
who on one ſide of his Sword had the Pi- 
Rure of Chr1, on the other ſide the Pi- 
ture of the Dew; with this Motto under 
it, $514 now-v15, ifte rogitat : If He: won't 
Take me , here's Ore that will. Hogrid 
Creature! But that Frenzy is almoſt equal- 


led among us; by thoſe that wiſh the De- F 
vil' to take them every*«day : Alas! _ 


that will be the horrible Deſtrution 
them 


ve readof a profane Monſter | 


> 
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them that ſhall not be taker by the Lord- 
- It is 'a fearful Curſe upon the wicked 
Man, in P/al. 109. 6. Let Satan ſtand at his 
right hand: Tus, O thus it will be.” 
When the Soul of a wicked Man is going 
away, a Devil, a Dragon ſtands by *his 
Bed-fiide, and will rake, and hold, and 
wound that miſerable Soul. Yea, there 
is a more aſtoniſhing Vengeance ro come 
upon ſuch a Man. If a Man be not taken 
by the ſaving Hands, he will be taken by 
the damning "Hands of God himſelf. The 
Hands of the Great and Terrible God, 
+ ill for cver rake thoſe that fall thereiato; 
and {mie them and ſlzy them with imme- 
diate Impreſſions of his Fiery Wrath, 
Bat what ſayes the Apoſtle, in Heb. 10. 31. 
h is a fearful thing to fall into rhe Hands of 
the living God. . 
What, what ſhall now be done by us? 
in ſhort; let us be Walking with God, 
and we ſhall be :akgr by God. Say now, 
every Soul, as in JH. 4. 5. We will walk, 
w the Name of our God for ever and ever. 
Elijab was taken as he was walking : Let us 
EF Walk thus, and God will rake us: Be fure 
God will cake ns, if we rate Him, Let 
w take him as oar Lord; rake him as our 


em 1 4; take him as our exceeding oreat Ke- 


H 2 ward. 
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ward. © Thus take Him in our Wak, and 
He will rake us from our Wak to our 
Cronn. : 


USE II. Conſolation. 


Let it be our Joy, that when we are me, 
We ſhall be raken by the Lord. 

Behold a Cordial here, againſt three 
ſorts of Exerciſes. 


Firſt, Againſt all the Troxbles of this Life. 
; We are apt to be diſcouraged at the 
Difficulties of this Evil World: But the | 
Voice of our God unto ns, is that, in 


. Luke 21.28. Lift u Heads , for | 
Redemption draweth web. E're Jong you fall I 


nor be ;, and then your Afflictions too, they 
ſhall -or be* God will rake you from them 


all. And what ſays Paa/'s Calculation, in j: 
Rom. 8. 18. For I'rechon (he ſpeaks like an }' 
en —_ an oxy tha | 
the s of this preſemt time, are mt Þ 
and. 4 ed wirhohe Glory which ſhall 
be Revealed. hea two Erngliſb Prote-J-* 
ſtants, one that was Blnd, another thath:: 


was Lame , were leading to be Burned, 


I 


— — 


—_ 
— 


- 


" they ſo cheared one ; ug Well fare we,h: 


our Guides ni} 


- we ſhall need our Crutches 
5 
| 


Hl 


k 


k more «fter this. 
/als think, When I am beyond the Stars, 1 


a '* got 7» 4 43 
Thos let ns in all our Tri- 


never ſhall be under the Clouds any more. Have , 
you any Sorrows hard to bear? Are you 
afflifted in your Friends ? Haſt thou like 
David, a Son that makes thee ſay, | 
life is ſpent with Grief ? Halt thou like Feph- 
tab, a Daughter that makes thee ſay, Alas / 
thou haſt brought me very low, thou art one 
of them that trouble me? Haſt thou Job's 
or AbigaiPs Yoke upon thee? O think, Z 


' ſhall ſhortly be gone from the Light and Senſe 


of ſuch things as theſe. Are you afflifted in 
your Names? Are you like Elijab, count- 
ed 2 Troubler of Iſrael? or like Feremiah, 


' a Man of Contention; or like Paul, a Peſts- 
lent Fellow, and a mover of Sedition? O 
think, / ſhall meet with none of theſe Re- 


proaches where I am going? Are you affli- 
Qed in your Bodies, or your Eſtates ? Are 
you like Timothy, craciated with often [n- 
firmities? Or like Naomi, going out full, 
and coming home empry of Temporal 
Goods? O think, 1 ſhall quickly be where 
4 Spital or an Almi-houſe , there never was 
any occaſion for. Are there any ſnares that 
you are too often trepan'd. into? O think 
of the Time when all this Earth ſhall be 


® "to you as an lrviſible point ; think, The 


H 3 God 


God of Peace mill by and by brujſe Satan un« 

der my feet ! Are there any Sins, which are 
the Iniguities of your Heels? Q think of the 
Tame ;, yea , the Erernity, when God fays 
unto you, Thou art all fair, my Love; think, 
1 ſhall ſoortly be impeccable, 


Secondly, Againſt all our fears of our awn 
Summons hence, 

It is ſaid of ſome, in Heb. 2. 15. Thro 
fear of Death, they are all their life rime ſubs 
jet unto Kondave, It is the Infirmity of 
too many among vs here: If God ſhould 
this day fay unto us, as to Moſes, or to 
Aaron, Go up the Mountain and aye;, or go 
up the Chamber and dye: Which of us 
could without Horror, have that order 
given to us? But why art thou ſo much 
afraid of this? One faid well, Ejus eff 
mortem Thmere, qus nolit ad Chriftum tre. 
That Man that is afraid of being ker 
by God; let that man fear to dye. To all 
other Perſons, let me fay, What is that 
No-bere which thou recoileſt at ? Ir is 
only an Officer ſent by God to fetch 
thee, like Joſeph, from a Priſon to a Kins- 
dom. When that Snake, that hideous 
Rattle-Soake, Death, ſhall come hiſling' to 
thy Bred-fide, thou mayſt now look ard 
laugh, 


- 


of = good Walk. 48 
langhi, and ſay, as in 1 Cor. 1y. y.0 Deb 
where is thy Sting f Holy Mr. Dod being 
told by his Phyſicians that he might re- 
cover of a Sickneſs then uphn trim; ſaid, 
Alas, This is juſt as if a Weatber-beaten Mu- 


| /- fxg Fpoige Harbour, ſboald be told, 


our to Sea wont, O this 

ing, that hath ſach a diſmal Aſpett, 

it is unto the Religious, but a being 24- 

ken by the Lord: Well then , when this 

Not-being ſnall call, Come away; let our 

anſwer be; Yea le come with all my Heart. 

We need not fay to Grim Death, Have 7 

found thee, O mine Enemy! No: Never 
had we ſuch.a Friend. 


Thirdly, Againſt our Griefs at the De- 

rture of ſuch as are fallen aſleep in Te/us. 

Behold a well-ſpiced Cap, here got rea- 
dy for the Funerals of ſuch as are juſtly 
dear unto us: They are not gone as Ab- 
ſatom was;a David may then all melt at ſuch 
a Death. No, tis poſſible our Relations 
did as Dorcas of old, leave behind them 
the Evidence of their Piety ; perhaps they 
did alſo as Enoch of old, live long in a 
little time: We may perhaps look into 
their Memorials, .and ſce how they went 
to Heaven every diy, long efore they 


H 4 Dy'a; 


thinks theſe do now: call. unto us, as in 


Lok, _ Dor rd ar; Tod ir for. 


Why, has 
. ed unto Him. _ em? wy bs I; 
Feſns _—_—_ Lazarus ; One of $4. AN 
cients affirms, it was not becauſe” he was 
Dead , but becauſe be was about wn 
made Alive again. I do not ROY , 
Gloſs ; but I am ſure our departed Ones, 
as it were call unto us, from the loft 
Battlements of Heaven, W& waul# nor | 
with you again for all the IVorld. 
Let vs then riſe, and waſh and change 
our Apparel, and ſay, / will go ro chem, they 
ſhall not return unto me. 
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IThe Thought of an "oO on the 
Death of a Towunger Brother. 


Uttered Oob. 28. 1688. 
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Eccl. XIL. x. 
Remember Now thy Creator in the dayes 
. of thy Youth. 


FETs eat Emperor, Avgaſtus, making 

Gration to his mutinous Army, 
\.thy i with that ſurprizing Expreſſion, 
| Audite ſenem, Fuvenes quem TJuvenem ſenes 
andi- 


| SR hs , 
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The Duty and Intereſt © 
+ audigrmn ; when I was a young Man, od 
- Net counted me. worthy to ſpeak ] 
them; now 1 am an o/d4 Man , methinkg 
yourrs Men ſhould not refuſe. to mind whayyy 
I ſay : Tryly 5 foch -might- the Speech off 
our Solomay ve, iby way of Prgface to the 
Text now read unto. us ; ſ{ugely this of 
Preacher deſerves the attention of every 4 
young Perfon among us all. It is a Palllgy 
uttered by this 'matchleſs *and idFpired'Jv 
Prince, in Proy..22. 20. Have not 1 writs\( 
rtew ro thee excellent things? It is by ſowe' Jt! 
rendred ſa, Have not ] three times written I 
for thee ? He hath indeed fo; we have three $ 
Books compoſed by that Royal and Re- 
nowned Pen; one of which' wears the TE 
tle of Eccleſiaſtes, becauſe that ſuch was I 
the Author of it. We are told of ſome'F! 
in 2 Chron. 11. 17. They walked in the way! }t 
t 
b 
b 


of David and of Solomon: W hat way ly 
that? It was the way of David, that he 
ſinn*d, he fell; he diſhonoured God ex- 
ceedingly; buthe ſoon Repented/ and re- | 
covered, and then by. writzng the fifty firſt 
Pſalm he gave -an Evidence of his doing 
ſo. This was the way. of 'Solomor'rtg9 ; he 
departed from God with a wonder ful Apo- 
ſtacy , but being reclaimed; and -r«daced' F 
from bis W anderings, he pow. Publiſhes Þ 
4 
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iT Rimony of it uoto all the World, 
This Book is a ſacred and ſolemn Trea- 


» tt, concerning the chief good of Man : It 


| | F 
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pe 
i. 


witains the Holy and Humble Rerratta- 
w of a famous Monarch, who had ſought 
e he could not find the ſatisfaQion of 
mimmortal Soul ; he had got up to the rp 
allfublunary Feliciry,and from thence be- 
holding poor Men toil and ſweat unreaſona- 
fly to Yet up the rocky ragged Hl after 
him, with a loud Voice he now calls unto 
them all, Tow are miſtaken, rhere i nothing but 
Fantty and YVexation here: Upon this the 
wiſe Man 2ſſures us all, That in the Ac- 
ntance and the Enjoyment of God alone 
ol our Happineſs ; and in the inculcation 


of it, Towng: Men are particularly apply'd 


o: We-have a Dehortativn given to 


ay them in the concluſton of the former Chap- 
{Jter, and an Exhorration in the beginning 


of this: In the former is a ſharp Sarcaſm, 

but' a grave Comn/el in the latter: Two 
ps make up the Exbortatfon: 

Firſt, A Duty enjoyned , Remember thy 


Creator in the Hebrew "tis Thy Creators, 


notes 2 plurality of Perſons in the 
adorable Godhead. 


ed 1 Secondly, A Seaſon adviſed, In the dayes 
by Towrh': It intimates not that Per- 


ſons 


Lo 
. 
* 


6, 2 
(4 S4> *% prays: 


ſons peſ# their Toxrh arc exempted era | 


Command, bat that Perſons i their 7 
are pecuharly engaged herein ; wheref 


| 
CT , 


the Dot#rine before vs, is, ge 
Doctrine. wo 


It is the Duty of All Men, and ptculi-{ 
arly of Young . Men, to Remember}: 
their Creator , ſo as to ackndvledgel} 
Him. 


* 


Prop. I. 


The Bleſſed God, who is Father, and; } 
Son, and Spirit, is the Creazor of Men:} 
Unto Mar about God it may be ſaid, HP" 
8s thy Creators, Indeed in God there areÞs 
more Perſons than one. In the New Teſts} 
ment that Myſtery of a Trinity 1s org Jar p 
ticularly inluted -0n.  Arhanaſiss of old 
would {ay unto them that had any DoabtÞ; 
about the Triney, Go to. Jordan , and you. 
may ſee what you ſeek, On the Banks off 
Fordan, at the Baptiſm of our Saviour, f. 
in Matth. 3. 16,17. wer have a Gloriouſ® 
Repreſentation of it. But in the Old Te-h: 
ftament too, the Miſtery of a Trmmity js nc 
concealed from the Church of — ef 

Hiſt ory- 


#7 


b. 2 $ | of Toith. | | c i 
34 Zfory of the Creation alone may be enough 
{io give a mention of it: We find God the 
**T} Creator, we find a Creating Word, and we 
#} find a Crtaring Spirit there diſtin&ly ſpo- 
1} ken of. The very firſt Clauſe in the Bible 

Þ is, inthe Beginning God Created: The Name, 
TY $ Is in the plural Number, but the 
To Verb, Created, is in the ſingular ; which 

"intimates, that though there be but ore 
age "God, "yer there is more than one Perſon in 
7 4 Him. The like Intimation is given to 
us, in Ger. 1.26. Where Ged ſaid, Let ws 
make Man in our Image. It is impious to 
and | ſuppoſe that the Angels are conſulted or 
an, irvited for the making of Man ; 'tis ex- 
al relly ſaid, God made bim : Nor in auy 
arels1 ſe would the Moſt High ſpeak to Ixſtru- 
" "i Canſes in the 5 f Perſon plural 

{to 


? The fond and blind Jews are put un- 
{to wretched ſhifts, when they would ba- 
abt {70h their Notice of a Trimey from Scrip- 
T-tores thus plain and clear. Now this great 

| God, who is thus Three in One, is the Cre- 

ir |..4r0r of the World. The molt High God 
met... Who is the Poſſeſſor, is alſo the Crcaror of 
re. {Heaven and Earth. It is true, that in 
| ſore ſort the Work of Creation belongs 
1,4, moſt properly to the ' Father, but the Sen 
FT "and the Spirit alſo are not excluded from 
a 


| $2 The Daty and Intereſt. | 
a glorious 'concorrence in it : Unto himiz þ; 
every Man to aſcribe his own Crearion and F 
Original; We are thus called upon in 
Pſal. 100. 3. Know ye that the *Lord be & 
God, it is be that hath made nm, and not we 
our ſelves. That ſtyle, my Maker, that is 
the ſtyle in which all Men that werg'not ? 
far worſe than Devils have ever ſpoken of | 
the Lord. | 


* Prop. II, 


It is the Duty of Al Men to Remember 
their Creator ; It is a juſt matter of En- 
quiry. here, What it is ro Re member God ? 

The Anſwer in ſhort is this, To Re- 
member God is to Achnowledze God. Or, 
Take Solomon's own Explanation of it,” in 
our Context here: Ir « to fear God, and 
keep his Commandments, There 'is both 
Underſtanding and Afet ion imply*d in this 
Remembrance: To Remember God is to Re- 
member all the Reſpet which we owe un- 
to him, and to Render all that we Remem- 
ber. The Phraſe of Scriprure 1s to be ln- 
terpreted' by ſach comprehenſive Rules 
as this. It is the CharaCter of wicked Men, 
to: forget God. *Tis faid in P/al. 9.17. The 
wicked ſhall be tarned into Hell, and all rhe 

| NN ations 
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| taricn: that forget God. 


& $3 
So then, :9 Re- 


zwember God, this is the CharaQter of Godly 
Men: To be ſenſible of God, that, that 13 
16 Remember him” There isa two-fold Re- 


membring of a thing: There is a keeping of 
it in our minds, and there is a cling of 
it to our minds : This Remembrance we 
zre to acknowledge God withal. In ſhort, 
we may obſerve that Solomon much imita- 
ted his Farber, both in the matter and the 
manner of his Preaching to the World ; 
rrticularly, what Solomon here ſays to 
ns, is but an Expreſſion of the fame that 
his Father ſaid to him, in 1 Chron. 28. g. 
Son, know thon the Cod of thy Father, and 
ſerve him. In this manner we fare to Ke- 
nember God, 

"Firſt, We ſhould Remember God by our 
wowins of him : We are to Remember, Thar 
God is, and, That he is a Rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek him. We arc to Remem- 
ter, that there is a God who is Infinite in 
his Power, his Wiſdom, his Faſtice, and his 
Goodveſs, and that his Kingdom ruletb over 
a} Ir is faid in,Fer. 51. 50. Remember the 
Lord afar off: Part of the meaning is, 
Know the Lord, Striftly, *cis impoſſible for 
a Man to Remember what he do's not Un- 
£ Wh We ſhould krow God in his ſuffs 


cence, 


54 The Dat" and Tntere/ N 
cience, and kyow God in his efficience 3. we 
ſhould know God as repreſented in bis | 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It was of old counted 
a needful Counſel, Know thy ſelf; ic is no 
leis important and pertinent, Know: th 
God: This Knowledge, it hath Life Erer- 
zal in it, 

Secondly, We ſhould Remember God by 
our Thinking on him. The Pſalmiſt could 
ſay in Pſal. 63.6. 1 Remember thee 
Bed, and Meditate on thee in the Night-watches, 
We ſhould have a Remembrance of, with 
a Meditation on the Holy God; awfal 
and ſerions Thoughts of God ſhould come 
into our Hearts often in a day : We ſho 
often be Thinking of God as our Fudge, and 
we ſhould Remember with our ſelves, / aw 
now under the flamins Eye of God, and 1 ſhall 
one day ſtand before the Fudament-ſeat of 
We ſhould ofcen be Tomking of God'ai 
our End, and we ſhould Remember with 
our ſelves, God has formed me for himſelf, -1 
ſhould ſhew forth his praiſe. We ſhould of- 
ten be Thinking of God ay our Good, and 
we ſhould Remember with or ſelves, The 
Lord is my portion, and I have a goodly heri-. 
rage, Briefly, what the Lord is in himſelf, 
the ſame is he to be in our daily Thonghes 
of him. Thirdly, 


Words, in his Works, and above all, inthe F 
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g1Thirdly, We ſhould Remember God b 
Turning to him : It is a Pro hecy in Pſa. 
* 24-27. All the Ends of the World ſhall Re- 
| ember, andturn unto the Lord. We ſhould 
have a Remembrance of God, that ſhall pro- 
duce Kepentance for fin : The Pſalmiſt has 
communicated this Experience of his un- 
to.us, / Remembred God, I. was troubled : 


© thus we ſhould Remember God, and be* 


troubled for our forſaking of him ; be trou- 
Ned for our provoking of him ; and when 
we are troubled for, we ſhould alſo be 
twrned from all our evil wayes. We are 
to Remember God, ſo as to chooſe him, and 
totcke him for our God, and ſincerely ſay, 
1k What have 1 any more to do with Idols ? 
ely ſays I will be now for the Lord, and 

we for another. | 
TK Foxrthly, We ſhould Remember God by 
ing for him. It is the Profeſſion of 
good man in Pſal. 119. 55. 1 have re- 
wembred thy Name, and bave kept thy Law : 
There ſhould an Obedience accompany that 
ance which we have of God. The 
et could ſay, 1 Remembred the Lord, 
ad my Prayer came uno thee : Thus we 
ould be able to ſay, I Remembred the 
Latd, and 1 ſought his Face : Be able to ſay, 
IRemembred the: Lord, and 1 heard bis Ward : 
"oy TI FTI Be 


86 The Doty hd neereft 
Be aMe to'fay, 1 Riwembred the Lov 


Lord; and 
with my whole care 1 pleaſed rbt Lord. ul 
Honouring of the Lord, is the beſt Remeint. | 


"uy hh im, 

' We ſhould Remember God h 

Traſt el him, | It was'#n Holy Trim 
in Pat. 26. 7. Some truſt in Chariots, pl, 
fome in Horſes, but we hl remertber ol 
Name of the Lord our God. © A Remembr arkt | 
of God ſhould be with a Reliance on Hirii! 
That Believer conld ſay, O my God, my 
Soul is caſt down withiri me, therefore will f 
remember thee. Aire there Diſrreſſes on us; 
that cauſe Dejetions jm us ? We ſhould 
then Remeniber that God who can do what 
he will ; then Remember that God who 
bid us hope in him : And when we Remen- 
ber him, we ſhould ſtill joyfolly fay, 
bel ivin the Name of the Lorll. 
inally, Such a Sx ar of God a3 
will procure an Jnrereſt in God ;; ſach 4 
Remembrance of God 25 will maintain 2 
Communion with God : This is the Remem- 
brance that we are to endeayour for. 
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To Remember their CYiedtor 38a 
Tang Men are 'yery particularly 
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off Touth. $7 
-mato. Indeed Towng Men are apt to rec- 
kon this the moſt 3mproper and wapteaſant 
Addreſs that can be made nnto'thern, Do 
thow Remember thy Creator : They judge it 
fitter only for elder Men to hear of fuch 
2 ſerious thing : But the Voice of God 
iweven to Thee and Thee, O Towng Man ! 
Dv thou Remember me. There are two Ar- 

ts here ſet befote us, evincing this 
to be 4 moſt rea/orable thing, 


B72. 


Argument 1. 


"Tis thy Creator certainly : The Young 
Man, be he never ſo young, has cauſe to 
Remember him. It was but a rational Pro- 
poſal in P/al. 95. 6. © come, let us worſbip 
aid bow down, ler us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. If God be thy Maker, it becomes 
thee ro be his Servant : Thon art wholly 
beholden to God for all the Powers of thy 

irit, for all the Members of thy Body : 

hom ſhouldeſt thou then firſt uſe them 
for; but the Lord alone? It was a ſhar 
Rebuke to Be/ in Dar. 5. 22. T 
God in whoſe bands thy breath is, him thou 
noe glorified : Even ſo, thy Breath and 
my is from the Lord, and ſhall it be 
hid of thee, Him" thou haſt mot — 
26 I 2 this 
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2 ſimilitude uſed, if 1 \miſtake not, by 


ſome of the Ancieats,: if- «vy Man could | 
Engine able 
expett the 


firſt "Or to acknew- 
ledge. maker of #. Thus, Toung Man, 
it was but lately that thou c out of 
the Hands of Gad ;{the firſt rational Aﬀti- 
on of ſuch an one, ſurely ſhould be a Ke- 
ligtons Aftion. It cannot be too ſoon for 


to Remember him, in whom thy bv |. 


ing, and- thy moving, and thy very being 
IS, | | | 


Argument 2. 


The Evil Dayes are coming, of which | - 


thou ſhalt ſay, I have. no pleaſure in. them. 


Old- Are is not a Time for the Service of 


God to be begun in, or to be delayed un- 
to; Towh, Youth is the only Time. 

Firſe, Old- Age is not ; a proper Time for 
us-to defer the Remembring of God unto. 
It is an unworthy thing to deal with ths 
God of. Heavea ſo : It is an abſavd as well 
as 2 wicked thing. The Lord complained 
of this, in Mal. 1. 13.) Te brought thet which 
was torn, and the lame, and the fick, ow 
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thug this of 
your b and, Jab Ed Todrin In like ſort, 
> Tow: n, is it ſuitable that -the De- 


Dn al have'the Prime of thy Strength ? 
And that God ſhould be put off with 
a. few lame and ſick Devotions after all ? 
ye it ſuitable that thou chould*Rt waſt 
all thy very ents and Spirit upon 
thy curſed Idols, but bring anto God 
a few Torn crazy Howlings, at the laſt ? 
Should I accept this of your hands, ſatth the 
Lord? There is a bthry of one who did 
attempt to Repenr in Old- Age, after a Diſ- 
ſolute and ungodly Yourh ; but heard 
ſuch a Voice from Heaven as that, Des 
ili Furfurem cut dediffi Farinam: The De- 
vl had thy Flower, and doſt thou think 
- to bring thy Brew to me? 'In thy Towth 
- wilt thou continue a Traitor and a Rebel 
againſt the God of "Heaven ? And wilt 
thou imagine to. be- received and protcited 
by-him in the" Age, when perhaps thou 
haſt:none elſe to-go unto ? - When thou 
7 gon able-to fin, at thy uſual rate, 
1-that be the only Time for thee to 


Heave it off? Hear O Heavens," and give car 
. Earth ; wa there ever any thing ſo 
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t mp phe = 
hen... Know, that = Sin will then 
: If it be h 


or | alfo 
do good that are. accuſtomed te do evil, Anold 

, and an old Diſca/e:are not cabily 
cured. ,We read of 2 Dexit diſpaſitfid 


264.361 Sporie cry'd 
an 


cauſe 


: 
*- 
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with. a..worderful Difficulty, in Atari g! 
he | was.;81 ane. Dead + What was 'the. 
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=: gf Cagh 6x 
[rot a Man from his Childhood nnto 
e, O 'tis-not-cafbly driven away: 
TY is + in Heb; 3. 12: Exhort one ano- 
wo_ day, leſt any of you be hardned throuzh 
the decerrfulneſs of ſin. 7" Deceirful Sin, tells 
the Young Man; Fo morrow, to Worrow will 
be foon enough to leave thy evil wayes : But 
4be Heart grows harder and vaydey (till, 
| \To-morrow, than it was #0 
: +:Know likewiſe, that thy frength will 
then! be- ſmaller. 'The Philoſopher way 
qalted | \Old- Age, the Winter of Utife ; 
commonly ſay- of Old- Ave, It Ni fuſs 
Diſeaſe, and attended with a thouſand more. 
{ Then it is that, Pallor #n Ore ſeder, Macies 
in Corpore roto: Apaley-.a lean, and a feeble 
'State of mou comes: upor 0s; and then 
alſo the grows hore heavy and b/r- 
oſs: lt is - much as the Old May can well 
do, to. encounter . the manifold Infirmities 
MEhis Ave - And wilt-thou never'obey the 
Erd: ici! thon 'canſt not cxjoy thy ſelf ? 
Wktn-David ſaid'untb Old Barzillii, Come 
thin ove with met TheOid Man anſwering, 
w2 Sam, t9. 34- = Jow long have 1 th leve ! 
an'T diſcern bet { and evil?\Can I taſte 
© whar I car or K9 ; let Chimbay 20. 
6 Thos our Devid, 6ar Jeſus, when he ſays 
to an Old Man, Come over to #e7- the re- 
I 4 ply 
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ly may 
ery the Force of all my: Sack Þ 


be: Alas, I bave- bat a bttle whih | . 


let rhe 7; 
Thirdly, Ola, «no ſell Tive for wh, 


to adjourn our unto. The 7 
Man allots upon 5 ay as that whic 
he may. very ſeaſonably | grow ſober is; 


But Tong Aer, what if thou ſhould'ſt ne 


ver atrive to Old- Age at-all ? That is-the 
Hap of multirudes, multitudes every day : 
The -Sons of Job were all of them 7 
Men, but they died ſuddenly, ſeven. 
them at once. We have that W 
often repeated unto us, in Job 21..23. On 
dyeth in bis full ſtrength. Towng Perſons'of 


both Sexes are. liable to the Stroke of | 


Death : We read in Luke, about the Fu- 

neral of a Tong Adan, the Son of a Wid- 

_ We. read-.n the ſame 15 9h 
3. oy, -t 

- - when ſhewas but _—_— 


DI of all —worg The; $ou/of 
F was a: Gragious-Towh ; but he 
Ty Sans of EL were Vicious Towb:, 


Frm. why: :-$o does the man, | 


his Brother As 

— thou art, and \ as lively. and! as 
TL 'tis. poſſible thou may'ſt like 
Eutichu 


gelilt, | 


_— 
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& { Sprlehus fall down dead; before the Gon- 
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[prgation be diſmiſſed. ' Haſt thou a lewd 
| Dreatn of an Old-Ave, to reſerve all Vir- 
ve for ? Alas, there are -more die before 
| Twenty, than after Sixry Years "of Ape. 
+A Child. once being obſerved to become 


4a Very. prayerfal and penſove Child, gave 


.that Account of it, / was in the Burying- 


place other day, and there I ſaw a Grave 
ſhorter than by ſelf. Let the youngeſt of 
10s all goto ſuch a place, and ſee whether 
e be.not Graves of our Dimenſipus 
there ® And what if now thy Death find 
-thee before thy Peace be made with God? 
What if thy Dearth find thee a poor Un- 
-.converted, - Unregenerate. Creature before 
e Lord:? It may be.written on thy dole- 
| Grave, '/t had. been good for that Perſon, 
phe be had never been Born, lofinitely more 
£than_.a_ thouſand Ages, of Woes- and 
»Plagues muſt be the Portion of ſuch a 
” i erable Soul. 4 

% . Fourthly, The youny Man has many Cor- 
waorcncies £Q: excite aſliſt his Remem- 
> braxce of the Lord; | There ſeems to be 
-a ſort of Correſpondence between Touh 
and Grace's Youth ſeems mightily adapted 
* and agreeablc to the Exercilc of that love- 


ly thiop. 
A 
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-'! A quick Wit is one ive of div 
Ws, Men : Well, how can he lay'it ogt 
trer, than by "doing like tus 
Man, in Pſal. 119. 9g. Taking beed mnt 
Word of God? Tho" Tiny": mt: has: g" Th | 
navions Memory i What can he do better 
with it, than fill'it with Divine Treaſurer? || 
Warm Aﬀettionr-are ſtirring in” the your |! 
man \ where ſhould he ſet them"but up- | 
on the things which are above? The : 
men'are ' mettleſome ; why ſhould 
they not be ' fervent, ſerving the Lord 
'The Bodies of _ es Mr ed | 
why ſhould they Payer on 
God ? There ad Cp in Tout; * 
Hhow-can it better ſhow it _ than by — 
Coming the Wicked One ? Youth 'is © 
Age; let it thei rejoyee in the Lord Wt; 
nothing is more comely, or- narurad, 
that yowny Men ſhou! remember ro en 
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All the rhree Perſons in God are tobe 
A conſidered by us, * -when we re- 
member him 

Not orily our Creator but'aHo our Cree | 
th is to be remembred. | 

Firſt, We are to remember Gol the | 
Fat 


| "of Touth." 6g 
the Haber, Him we are to remember under 
[that conſideration in Eph. 1, 3. The God 
qc md Father of our Lhrd Feſus Chrift. Re- 
[ue Him as the Fountain from whence 
Th all does proceed, and to which all moſt 
Remember Him as the firſt cauſe 
er or} ſo the laft end of all things. Rexem- 
kr Him as the Father of thy Lord, and 
zo to -Him for a Fathers Bleſſing in Hig® 
Name. O remember Him, , and let the 
outery of thy Soul be ; Ler this Father be 
Father for evermore.  * 
Scoondly, We are to remember God the 
|" Him we are. to remember under that 
| qr"? in AM. 5.31. .4 Prince ang 
NE eras lent Iſratl, and 
i. Remember Him as the Sa- 
=p n wall at 'fulneſs dwells, Remember 
as \ the Jaſes who delivers from 
Wrarh 40 come. Remember Him as a Re- 
bemer able ro ſave unto the utrermoſt, and 
18 to Him for''that Salyation ; entreat 
» (ty _ be CANE and thy Prieſt, 
ever 
re bg & are to Remember God the 
fat Jim we are to Remember under 
Conliteration, in Pſal,"143. 10. The 
that "leads into the land of Up- 
| 1/4 Remeniber Him as - the Quick- 


wer 
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fer of them that were dead in paſſes 
Sins. Remember Him as the C ter < 
that mourn, Remember Him as the Inhabie 
of the Conerice and the Humble Heart 5.4 
ſeck to be /ed by Him, World without end. 
__ Thus are. we to: Remember our 6 
in the dayes of our Youth, 
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Let them. that have not Remembred their 
Creator in the days of their Touch, now-ind/ 
the days of their Age be aſhamed of it, and 
afflicted for it. 

_ -2.., There are two forts of Aged People tobe 
how treatcd. with : There are ſome that 
are Converied unto God but late: T 
ſquandered away moſt- of. all;their Tow, |- 
before they turned their feet unto the , Te | 
ianonies of the Lord, It becomes theſe Per- 
ons now, 25 they Remember their God, ..{o | 
likewiſe tq Remember their Siz : You 
that your.daily Prayer, Jin. F/al. 25. 7. 
member not againſt me the. ſors of my youth, 
Be. aſſured. that .God's dealing with you 
will in many regards be quite contrary to 
your dealing. with your. Ss, 1f you love | - 
them, he will bare you : .If you ſlay them, |, 
he will /ave you : If you would baye Gods 
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no 4... 5A; . 
Remember them, O then do you e- 
them 'your ſelves : 'Tis faid-in 
een Cor. 11.3. If we would judge our ſelves, we 
mild not be judged of the Lord, Well then, 
id. } very one of you, like Pharaoh's Butler, 
aw ſay, / remember my faults rhis y Oo 
Kemember all the yg, all the idlencſs ; 
-]-all the profiuſeneſs and profaneneſs of thy 
Yourh. When Paul was a young Man, he 
| had an hand in Abuſing and Murdering an 
DIET Miniſter of God, but ' he Remem- 
'S 


;% 
I* 


{bred it with ſorrow all his dayes: O ! ſaid 
he many Years after ; When the Blood of 
| Stephen was ſhed, I was conſenting roir. Come 
be now and fir down in the Duſt this day 
hat | before the Lord ; come, ahd lament ir, 
” and bewail it, that you /o long lay out 
| from God, and that you /o lorg did the 

ls. things, for -which the Wrath of God 
« | comes upon the Children of Diſobedience. 

{0 | "Be able to ſay, = Soul has this in remem-' 
* brance, and is humbled in me, But perhaps 
*there are ſome of you that never yet were 

þ, | *Converred unto God at all : ' As they ſaid 
w | "in Fer. 8. 20. The Harveſt is paſt, the Sum- 
(0 | "mer is ended, and we are not ſaved ;, thus 
ve | © _y too many confeſs, Our youth 1s paſt, 
land we are not Renewed. Surely 'tis Time, 
pa'cis high Time for you to Remember wy 
AG God, 


God, yet fit laſt; before you go' benee and 


be no more :- Let this encourage you, That F | 


it is not 00 late as yet for you-lo to do, 
The Lord ſaid in Fer. 3. 1. Though thou haſt 
play'd rbe Harlot with many Lovers, yet res, 


turn wnto me: Even ſo, tho thou haſt com... 


mitted mary. ſors ; tho thou haſt been lin« 
ning many years ;, yer rerun unto me, ſaith 
the Lord. There was in this very Land, 
one that had lived a cgrnal, ſtupid, ig- 
norant Perſon for about an handred years, 
and yet became a ſerious Chriſtian before 
he dyed. Unto-the Oldeſe Enemy of God 
among us all, I this day proclaim the mer- 

of the Lord : O let this break thy 
ſleart, and cauſe thee to come and ſay, 


I will do Iniquity no more. 

But let this alſo Terrific you, it will be 
r00 late for you e're long : Jt 1s ſaid in 
Pal. 6. 5. In Death there 1s no Remembrance 
of thee. Thy Death, thy. Death is jult ready! 
to ſeize upon thee, and there is no work, 
no wiſdom in the Grave, whither thou art 
going: Then thy cry, will be like that of 
Oeſpairing Ones, AU roo late ! All 700 late ! 
God prevent ſuch a miſcarriage of thy 
never-dying Soul. 
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1 'Let us that are in our Towrh, Now Re- 
'F member our Creator mY , 
There are a multitude of young Perſons, 
*{ to vvhom the Word of God may reach 
4 | this day. Now the Almighty God make 
this Word of his; Quick and powerful, and 
than 4a two-edged Sword within their 
Sonls ! Hear, © Young People ; Hear that 
Souls may hve : It is _— of Jo- 
Ts in Juds. 9. 7. He ſtood in the rop of 
the Mount, and he life up his wveice and cry- 
&; and ſaid, Hearken unto me, that God 
Y | may bearken unto you. Thus wonld I do, 
thas would | ſpeak this day. Here I 
ſeand in the Name of God that made you 
all : 1 would lift up my voice, and cry, 
| and ſay, O Remember your Creator now, wn 
the dayes of your yourh. If you will not 
ear this Call of God now, God will not 
bear your cry to Him another Day. God 
wil! be deaf to the Words of thy Roaring, 
in the dayes of w 4" and of thy Death 
and of thy Wrath, it thou art now deaf 
to the Words of bi Counſel. The Coun- 
ſl and it,is wholſome Counſel ) of our 
- now unto us, is, Remember me be. 
43 t thmes : 
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p "The Duty & . _ 
rime; : In order thereunto, theſe things # 
are to be done... le. 


Rule 1. 


Let ns Remember that which will K- 
to Remember God. b 
Firſt, Remember thy Death, and thou 
wilt Remember -thy God. A Remem- 
brance of Dearth will produce in a Man a 
ſerious and godly frame of- Spirit. One 
that was Remarkable for his Devotions, 
gave that Reaſon of it, O I mwſt Dye! 1 
muſt Dye! Wa Young Man would awful. 
ly realize unto himſelf that thing, 7 muſt 
dye! it would highly promote an Acquaint. | 
ance between God and him : And 
AMan, 'it/is not too ſoon for thee to have: Þ 
the Apprehenſions of it. There was 'a 
youny Men in this Land, that -left behind 
him in Writing, Meditations ta promote Pre. 
hl paration for Death. O that every young man 
| would be no Stranger to fuch prudent AMe- 
ditations ! 
Let every yow!g Perſon. Remember this: 
I ſhall dye 'very certainly : As Fob could ſay, 
in Ch, 3023. 1 know that thow wilt bring me 
29. Death': So; let the young Perſon ſay, 4. 
kyow-that 1 muſe &re bone Took. the King 
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gf 7h wi in the' Fate; and I know that ere 


lng" / ſhall yo rhither, whence 1 ſhall not re- 
tw. Often look upon that - Scripture, 
"1n-Heb.. 9. 27. Jt «s appointed wnto all Men 
qnee-t6, dye. Ofren look upon that Scrip- 
ture, inPſal. 89. 48. What man « he that 
liveth , and ſhall no: ſee Death? And- let 
theſe warnings make a deep Impreſſion up- 
on thy Mind. There was a P#iice who 
gave a Penſion: unto a»Perſon, that he 
might once a day come and ſay unto him, 
Remember that thou art s Mortal Man : Do 
that office unto thy ſelf every Day. . Look 
gpon Death as the'way of all the Earth 


| And Remember; / nwft go that Way: Look 
| upon- Death as'the End of all men; and Re- 


member, / ſhalt bave that End. Remcm- 
+ Chere is no diſcharge in that War. 

Let every young Perſon alſo Remember 
this, / ſhall dye very ſpeedily. While weare 
ne we ſtrangely promiſe our ſelves to 
momp Do not harbour that ' miſtake 5 
bur reCtife it by that Premoniton, in Fam: 
4.14. What 15 bfe? Itis even a Vapour, 
that appeareth for a lirele time, and vanijherb 
avay: Rectihe it by that Premonition, 
In'1 Chros. 28. 15. Our aayes ow the Earth 
are «41 4 ſhadow, and there is none abiding, 


| What are the poor: Sevency years, that the 
Fife of Man is now contracted into! Rc+ 
3 K 


member, 


Sl 
* - 4 


PER » abs! 2 A, # bu | 
”y _ & WEL. wx ' 
. C : 
P | 


member , they are-winged things ; they | 

away y with a marvellous locked 1 

e are truly told of them, in Fob g. 25. 
that they are ſwifter than a Poſt ; "yea, | 
more than ſs, ſwifter than a Shyp ; yea, 
more than that, ſwifter than an Eagle | 
haſt'ning' to the Prey. Belides , Remember, 
is , that half of thoſe years may 
be all that thou ſhalt ever ſee; it hath - 
been well ſaid, That an old Man has Death 
before his Face ;, but a young Man has Death 
bebind his Back: Perhaps, Death may 
ſtrike! thee down before him that is old 
enough to-be thy Father. Remember that 
there are Skyl of all fizes in Golgorba. 

Secondly, Remember thy Sow, and thou | 
wilt Remember thy God: Thou haſt a 
never-dying Sow! within thee ; a Spiricadal 
and an Immortal Subſtance, able to diſcern, Þ 
and , and affett with a won wa | 
perf. x, How frequently and fearfully 
do young Perſons forget that they are 
Owners of ſuch a Fewel. 

Let every young Perſon Remember this, 
The ſtate of my Soul i miſerable. Remem- 
ber the guilt and filth, which thy Soul, 
by it's becoming a conſtituent Eſſential 

in one of Children, ſoon was 
defil'd withal. Remember what a dregd- . 
ful Anger and Vengeance of God, thy F 
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Soul by thy ſoris expos'd unto. Remember 
that CharaQer of thy Sowd, -in Gen. 6: 5. 
| "Every imagination of the thoughts of the beart, 
deal i continually. Remember that con- 
dition of thy Soul, in Eph. 2. 12. Without 
Chriſt, a ſtranger from the Covenant of pro- 
miſe, having no hope, and without God in the 
World. Remember what thou haſt been 
doing unto thy Soul, ever ſince thy Birth - 
It is ſaid in Prov. $. 36. He that ſinneth 
wrongeth his own Soul, O Remember what 
Wrongs, what Wounds, thy own Soul has 
had thy owa hand ; and Remember 
{ what an ever-gnawing Worm, what an 
ever-burning Fire, is now ready to ſeize 
upon that poor Sow! of thine : Thou art 
4 -mindful of thy Body, of thy Efare, of thy 
Credit, and mindful of almoſt every Cr 
"ture which thou art concerned in. y 
* Soul now begs of thee, O Remember me ! 
Let every young Perſon likewiſe Remem- 
ber this, The worth of my Soul is invaluable. A 
Great Man was well advifed once ev 
day,to remember that Sentence of our Lord, 
in Marr. 16. 26. What is a man profited, if 
be gain the whole World, and loſe his own 
? Thou canſt not Re a more - 
nt thing. Remember the Glorious 
$ Faculties and Endowments of thy /oul. Re- 
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4 minber what a price, what a vaſt price, 
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the Lord Jeſus counted not too much for 


thy ſoul. Remember how deſirous the An- | 
gels are. to afſilt, how deſirous the Devil | 


are to deſtroy that ſoul of thine. © Remem- 
ber theſe things, when thy Enemies are 
bartering for thy ſoul. When our Lord 
was, betrayed. for a /ittle Money, He ſaid 
in-Zech. 11, 13: A goodly price was I valued 
at of them! Remember that as the voice 
of thy Soul, when thou art under Temp- 
tation to evil things. When thy Temp- 
ters would have thee ſell thy ſou! for a 
Jong: When they would have thee pawn 
thy Soul for a Cp, or an Oath, or a Per- 
ny, Or indeed for the beſt thing in this 
World , now Remember that Expoſtulati- 
on of thy.own foul; Am 1 worth no more 
than ſo? A goodly price am I valued at ! 

Thirdly, Remember the Word, and thay 
wilt Remember the Lord: The Word of 
God Written, the Word of God Preacbed, is 
vouchſafed unto us: Remember that, and 
' be able to ſay after the Plamiſt, in Pſal. 
119.16, / will not forget thy Word. - Let 
-our Memories be full of Trach, and they 
will be fnll of God. Our Memories are 4 
caltly, curious Cabinet; it is pity that 
there ſhould be only vile rags and ſhreds 
Jaid up therein: We can Remember tov 
well, old ſongs, and old wrongs, Our A- 


mor ies 
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2 aries are 'too like the Walls of the Houſe 
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which Ezekiel ſaw, in Ezck, 8. 10. where- 
on the 'Forms bf. creeping things , and abo- 
-minable Beaſts, and curſed /dols, were poxr- 
tray'd all round about. For theſe things 
we may ſay, as one faid unto his Friend, 
that offer'd to teach him the Arr of e- 
mory ; 'Sir, (ſaid he) If you would reach me 
the Art of Forgerfulneſs, I ſhould be more 
pleaſed with it : Bur for the things of God, 
there our Memories ſhould ſerve us, there 
our Memories do fail ns wonderfully. 1 
have read of a young Man, whom all the 
Pains in the World would not make to 
Remember the letters of the Alphabet : Such 
lamentable forgerfulneſs in the Sacred and 
Solemn things of another World , are 

g . people too ſubjeft unto. It is Re- 
corded of Foſeph, in Gen. 41. 51. that he 
called his Firſt-born Son, Menaſſeb, or 
Forgetfulneſs. Such, - O luch a Name young 
Perions may often put on their own Souls, 
when the IVord of God 1s. broaght unto 
them ; their Souls are ſo many Menaſſeh's, 
O how forgetful are they, when God has 
been ſpeaking to them! Our Lord ſaid 
unto his Diſciples, in John 15. 20. Re- 
member the word that I ſaid unto you, Eve- 
ry time-you read a Chapter, or hear a 
Sermon, then Remember that the Lord ſays, 
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entenbtr this: The Apoltle 


ſhould wor ler them ſlip: 'Tis an alluſion 


God is pouring his Commandments, add Pro- 
mſes, and Threatnings into your Souls every 


_ , day; Odonotſuffer them to leak away. Re- 


tain 'in your own Souls, the ſenſe and uſe 
of the G_ that you hear from God the 
Lord: It is faid in Rev. 3. 3. Remember how 
thou haſt received and beard. When thou 
haſt received and heard a mefſage from the 
God of Heaven; give thy Soul now that 
Rs, Remember this, O my Soul, Remem- 
it, 


Foxrthly, Remember Eternity, and thou 
wilt Remember Him that inhabiteth Eterni- 
ty: It is ſaid in Fecleſ. 11.8. Let 4 man 
Remember the days of darkneſs, for they fall be 
many : Thus would I ſay, Ler 4 man 
remember the dayes of Eternity, for they ſhall 
be endleſs. The Pſalmiſt bas that Ex- 
preſſion, in Pſa. 77. 5- 1 have conſidered the 
years of Ancient Times : There are who fo 
render it, 1 beve conſidered the years of Eter- 


nity. O Remember that Eternity which eve-- 


ry hour brings thee a Step nearer to, than 
thou waſt before. © Remember that Eternity 
wherein thou ſhalt enjoy inexpreſiible 
Happineſs , or endure intolerable Wer 
| or 


ſo ſpeaketh, | 
an Heb. 2. 1. The thing: which we bare bene? 
we 


10 Leaky Veſſel. Young People, the Great | 
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ty orld without end. APerſon of Quality 


having ſpent ſome Time in «niawfil Games, 
at Night could not ſleep; giving this An- 
ſwer to one that required the Reaſon of it ; 
Toferdo, I caſt my Eye occaſionally on a Book, 
in 1 ſaw that Word, ETERNITY, and 
that word has broke my Heart within me : O 
that thing, Eternity, Eternity ! the Remem- 
brexce of it will Awe thy Heart, if itt will 
not break.thy Heart within thee. Remember 
that thou art going to an Eſtate of Weal or 
of Woe ;, and that thou ſhalt remain in that 
Eſtate, fixed like a Rock , for infinitely 
more than a thouſand Million of Apes. 
RULE II. 
Let us Abandon that which would hinder 
us to remember God, There are ſome fatal 
things that are called in Fob 13.26. Thedni- 


7 
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eres of. youth : And in Jer. 31. 19. The Re- 
—_— of ode An Entanglement in thoſe, 
will ſpoil a Remembrance of God. To all 
young Perſonsnow isthat Callof Heaven, in 
2 Tum. 2.22. Flee youthful Luſt. 

To particularize, 

(1.) Abandon the Sin of IU Company-keep- 
ag, that you remember your Creator. Be 
able to ſay with him, in Pſal. 26. 4. 1 have 

not fat with vain perſons. Many an hopetul 


; young. man has been ruined, by falling into 
*the 


| the Society of the Profane: Never was 
"E- K 4 there 


38 . The Duty and Intereſt 
There amore bloody Murderer of Souls tha 
That Society. . The very Heathen could'ot 
ſerve , ,and the Apoltle | Paul quortes' the 
Speech, of an Heathen Poer for it, 7bat evil 
Communications corrupt good manners, Now 
they are Evil Companions with whom thoſe 
evil Communications ate. Toung man, volt 
thou ſee others, that will Drizt, and Game, 
and Swear, and Scoff 7. | would call upon 
thee, .as Moſes upon them'in Num. 16.26. 
Depot from the Tents of theſe wicked men, tft 
ye be, conſumed in all their ſins. Do not io 
mych as begin a needleſs familiarity with 
Wicked men: Don't Walk, with the ungodly, 
leſt you come to and with the ſimxers, and 
at laſt fie with the /cornful: Remember that 
bad Companions will cauſe you to fin with 
them. The Jews in Babylon grew very cold 
in the matter of Buildirg the Houſe of God. 
Why ſo? Their dwe)Jling among the lewd 
and wild Babylonjans, procur'd this indiffe- 
rency. . 1 have thought, how came Corab, a 
Levite, to hook in Dathen, and Abiram, 
and the Reubenites itito a Conſpiracy with 
him? 1 find thatthe Lewires of Kobarh, and 
the Rewbenizes pitched their Tents near 16- 
gether,on the South-lide of the Tabernacle. 
So_they infected one another: Remen:ber, 
that.bad Compapyionps will cauſe you ro dye 
with them too... 1 pray how came Abazieb 
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©to meet with his Dear before his Time? 
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It was by viſiting a debanched bigotted 
Idolater, the infamous Fehoram. When you 
fall into a Knot of Impious Men, you 
are like- the Man Travelling to YJeri- 
cho, who fell among Thiezes that fripped 
him, and wounded him, and departed leav- 
ing him half- dead. Some Perſons going out of 
the World,have comfortably pleaded that 
with God, Lord, let me not be with wicked men 
for ever, for I never caredto be with them bere : 
Sad 1s the Caſe of them who cannor plead 
ſo. O that every young Man would rexrem- 
ber that ſaying in Prov. 1. 10. My Sonf ſin- 
ners entice thee, conſer:t thou not , walk not 1 

in the way of them; and remember that 
ſaying in Prov. 13. 20. He that walketh 
with the wiſe ſhall be - wiſe, but a Compani- 
on of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. What ſhall 
I ſay more? In fine, Remember, youn 
Man, that on thy Dearh-bed thou wilt davy + 
thy Teeth at the fight of ſoch Companions , 
thy groan will then be, © gather nor my 
ſoul with ſinners ! and one of them in thy 
Chamber would then be thy Torment there. 


. Well then, fave your ſelves from this wnto- 


ward Generation. 

(2.) Abandon the Sin of Sabbath: breaking, 
that you may Remen ber your Creator. It 
is the Commiznd of God in Fx. 20. 8. 
. Remember 
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Remember "the Sabbat 10 keep it | 
Men 'are like to a himſelf, * 


% e 
: 


if they remember this day of the Lord as © 


they ought to do. If you look throngh / 


the World, you ſhall ſee that Mens Reli- Þ 
£ion is as their Sabbath is, The Sabbath is 


the Engine by which , by the Bible, true 'VF 
Ramerbra 


nce of God is kept alive. It } 


1s the -Deſcription which the Lord gives }* 
of all good Men, in 1/a. 56. 4. They that 
keep my Sabbaths, and chooſe the things that 
pleaſe me. Young Men, this is the Day, 
to which all other days may ſay , 7hox 
art worth Ten thouſand of ws : Of this Day * 
it ſball evermore be ſaid, O thou Day that * 
4 bigbly favoured, the Lord's with thee, bleſſed * 


art thou mm Dayes , and curſed is be _ 
es & 


that deſpi ! Young Perſons are apt 
on this day to be vai in their Thoughts 
and Words, and 1dle in their whole Beha- 
viour : But labour thou to ſpend this Day 
2S a Markgt-day for thy Soul; ſpend it in 
Holy Duties, and in thoſe things that may 
prove both a Cauſe and a Sign of thy Reft 
among the People of God for ever : Do ac- 
cording to that in //a. 58, 13. Call the Sab- 
bath a delight, the holy of the Lord, and ho- 
noureble. 1 Do not. abuſe this high Day of 
God ; as the Prophet ſaid unto Gebezs, 4s 
this a Time to receive Money ? ſo let me lay, 
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this 4 time to be ; 


| making of Bargains, or to 
x ordering of Journeys ! GE ms, I 
his 4 time for Rioting and Drunkenneſs, for 
FC hambering and Wantonmeſs? or for ſuch 
ings 4s are never ſeaſorable ? No, 'tis not 
Sſach a 7ime: To the young People that 
Iwake it ſuch a Time, I would fay as in 
"Neb. 13. 18. Tow bring Wrath upon Iſrael 
Th profaning the Sabbath : Such Perſons are 
ie meer Achans of the Land they live in. 
” Finally, There are many other ſins of 
Towh, eſpecially that fin of Uncleannep, 
which we muſt avoid, and forſake, if we 
$ would Remember God : Let no Young Mah 
Fallow hipnſelf in thoſe curſed thin.s. 
RULE IL 
Let us Remember the virions Example of , 
them that have been good berimes, elpeci- 
ally the Holy Pattern of the Hy Jeſus, It 
Tis faid in Heb. 13. 7. Remember them whoſe 
T Faithis tobe followed: So it m__ urged, 
Remember them whoſe Touth 5s to be followed : 
If we remember them , we ſhall remember 
God. There have been yours Perſons that 
I have had the Grace of Forty at the Aze of 
Twenty in them. Sometimes 2 yourg Man 
has given up himſelt to God by a Covenant 
meer to be fore otten. A youn Man has main- 
tain'd a courſe of doily /application, and 
beſides often had his extraordinary Dy 
1 0 
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'of - Prayer and. Praiſe ;, a Man has'm 
'held'a courſe of daily Meditation,” and: by 
fides accuſtomed himſelf to read the Scrinai® 
'tore with ſuch Attention, \to ferch 
Fore and a Wiſh out of every#er/e before} 
bim, ſach an .one I have lately follow4F- 
unto the Greve: Many more ſach 1 41 
ces of Early Piery, perhaps a Young MF 
here and there may afford unto us : O now, Þ 
Go thou and do likewiſe. 

But above all, the Lord Jeſus Chrift 
calls for our Imitation : Ir is {aid of Him, 
in P/al. 110. 3. Thou haſt the Dew of thy] 
Touth ; In his Toxth it ſelf a Dew of Graz | 
was to be ſeen upon him; in his Towth he F 
fulfilled the whole will of God; in his | 

« Toab he was always about his Fathers buſi. 
meſs: He now ſays to Tow Men, what 

- he ſays, to MIMen in Fob. 13.159. [have 
iven you an Exaniple, that you ſhould do as I 

0m done. O then ſtudy Chriſt Jeſas, ob- 


| 
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$00 ſerve Chriſt Jeſas, follow Chriſt Jeſus ; ask, 

44 What was the Behaviour of Chriſt Jeſus tn his 

| Touch? and,' Be at he was in the World. | 
RULE Iv. | 


Let” us remember the profitable Inſtruition 
of them that wiſh well anto us. 

There is a twofold Jnſtru&ion which 
young Perſons among us are made parta- 
kers-of : There is Paſtoral Inſtruction, a 

| there 
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' - of. Youth. 
here Is Parental Inſtrotion,. under which 
you fit. Regard this /n/trufion,leſt you mourn 
Maſt, and ſay, How have [ hated Inſtruftion, 
and nor obeyed the woice of my Teachers! 


FT. You enjoy Pa#oral lnſtrution, O deſpiſe 
{it not! You baye with Sermon after Ser- 


10n been publickly and ſolemnly called 


'Þ upon to Remember God. Beſides this, I have 


perſonally treated with ſome ſcores of you; 
about your Eternal Welfare, and I hope 1 
may liveto vilitepery ore of you for thisend, 


$ earneſtly and urgently beſceching of you to be 
Reconciled unto God. It was of old enjoyn- 
'ed-in Dent. 31. 12. Gather the People toge- 


ther, Men and omen, and Children, that they 
may hear, and learn, and fcar the Lord : Be- 
hold, the Childrtn as well as the Adult have 
been adviſed here, to Remember the Lord, 
What is now -the effect of it ? 1 will for 
once wax bold with you, -and ſay as Dying 
Bolron ſaid unto his Children, Children, let 
of you meer me at the dey of Judgment in 
« Coriftleſs unregenerate eſtate if you dare! I 
will teſtifie againſt you, 1 ſay agaiti, / mill refti- 
fie againſt you before the Lord Feſws, if you do. 
You enjoy Paternal Inſtrotion too; O 
refuſe it not! Docs not thy Farher, or thy 
Mafter, or thy Mother, charge thee to Re- 
member God ? Did they never charge thee to 
read the Word, and ſeek the Face of God, 
; and 
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and to make Conſcience of thy Wan 
p wogs Son, hear the Inſtr Inftratticn of 
ſaks mot the Law of thy 


th ell the Sons of Ek, thoſe Sons : 3 


Belial? in qt 2. 25, bearkened no 
to the Voice of their Father, becauſe the Lord 
would ſlay them. Art thou a | 


counſelled by a good Parent to Rememby 


the Lord ? The Lord will ſlay thee ; yea, 


Lord will Damn thee, if thou doſt not Hears. 


ken thereunto. 
Thus are we to Remember God: And, 0 
who among you are-more than almoſt j 


ſwaded hereunto? Leta few Conliderations | 


more add weight unto thoſe that have alſo 
beſpoke it of you, 
CONSIDER. I. 
The God of Heaven has Commanded you 


to Remember him; you have this Command ' 


in a ſbadow under the Law of old : It was 


required in Exod. 22. 29. Thou ſhalt not de- | 


offer the firſt of the ripe fruits unto me! 
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oe thus calls, Bring me the fir of rhy | | 


ge, and, Bring me the firſt of thy 


of inſtead of him ? 


he not i do 
? faih he xy 


reſt thou then carry it unto the De- 


ſo 
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TF Youth, 


So let 4" deed . b” 
” 4 Tx 4 4,4 . 
3 -* of Toath: o 
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| r Men nd Maiden, old Men and Children, O Praiſe 
te Lord? Y ight the 


do not venture to 
| Cod Sho can ſpeck thee into Hell for 
it : Do not offend and provoke that God who 


an with hot Thunder-bolts avenge thy doing ſo. 
\ CONSIDER. IL 
Tis for your own Interef# and t now to Re- 


I member God. It is impoſſible to reckon up all the 
7 Advantages of Early Religion: Indeed, Godlineſs is 
'J profitable for all things; but Early Godlineſs , 

J that is ic which brings moſt profit unto the Owners of 
FT it: Iris truly ſaid in Lom. 3. 27. It is good for a man thas 
be bear che Toke in bis Touth. Toung Man, Remember 
God, and it will pleaſe Him. It was very pleafing un- 


to God, when Abe! brapght the Fir/tlings of his Flock 
anto Him: The Lord aid in Fey. 2. 2. 1 Remember 
the _ thy Touth. If we Remember God in our 

will Remember the ſeriouſneſs of our 
_ the fayourineſs of our Youth, and the kind- 
neſs of our Youth a great while afterwards. It was 
the Speech of Godin Hef. 11. 1. #/hen Iſrael was a child 


| Toved bim. When Perions are in their Childbood vers 


and gracious, and ſuch as Remember Him, ſuch 

are PO by Him -that Joveth the 

Kighteous, When lintle Children were b unto the 

Lord Jeſus, He bleſſed them : What will the Lord then doy 

for them that Remember to come themielyes unto Him ? 
He will bleſs chem, for they pleaſe him exceedingly. 

God,and it will alſo {ave thee : O what 


F 3 matchlels Promiſe is there tet before thee, in Prov, 
& 8. 17. They that ſeek me early ſhall find me ! Thou ſhale. 


find Cbrift, and nl God, and find the Pearl of great 
price by the E xfly ſeeking thereof : Whoever does miſs 
of mercy from God, yet unto the Toung Perſon, the 
Lord faith, in 1 Chron. 28. 9. If thou (ee; him be ſhall be 


* found of thee. This is a certain way to find Grace, to 


Glory, to find every geod ing ; leek early for it. In- 


| find 
| dead, they are not only centajn Finders, bur alſo glo- 
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T4 How cen « Man be 
= Qur Text lays, Re«Þ 
IE gta 
ou now your 

M0 gone Toth, Well ; but 
and a thouſand to one 
ware Chaice;z the Lord may lay, 
fey Bil, ns and, Let bim that is/ 
Beliges che Monality,, 

w on which thaw art: in danger: ' 


iretul M m: Gen. 6. 3. My\ 
awas ft: 


Fre done te Wn lo ff 
| thein.;. tis to be fear'd that they will} . 
forſaken Soul. Doſt 1 


every young 
: White 4:0 >gnpon Jha | 
Peflon among us 


